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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

One of the highly significant topics in the comparative study of Quranic verses is
the intertextual comparison of Quranic narratives—namely, comparing a narrative
as it appears in one surah with its occurrence in other surahs. For instance, the narra-
tives of Prophet Moses (a.s.), Prophet Abraham (a.s.), Prophet David (a.s.), Prophet
Solomon (a.s.), and others, are repeated in various surahs of the Quran and can be
systematically compared. The present study offers an illustrative instance of such
comparative Quranic analysis by examining the narrative of Prophet Adam (a.s.) in
Surah Sad and Surah Taha. The central research question is: What are the differenc-
es between the narrative of Adam (a.s.) in Surah Sad and Surah Taha, despite their
structural similarities, how do these differences make the two distinct from each
other, and what underlying secret or rationale governs these variations?

To demonstrate the necessity and significance of this inquiry, one must review the
scholarly benefits and theological purposes resulting from this discussion. In the
comparative study of recurrent Quranic narratives—particularly the stories of the
prophets and their tribulations—several key objectives can be identified:
Objectives of Comparative Quranic Narrative Analysis

A. Disclosing the subtle narrative variations across different surahs.

B. Uncovering the relationship between the narratives presented in each surah and
the overarching thematic purpose (gharad) of that specific surah. The underlying
hypothesis is that every narrative—whether concerning a prophet or an entire na-
tion—is framed from a specific perspective that perfectly aligns with and serves the
primary theological theme of the surah in which it is embedded.

C. Providing a foundational framework for utilizing the narrative structures of each
surah to decipher and articulate its overall theological purposes.

D. Addressing the modern and classical skepticism regarding 'repetition’ in the Qu-
ran. A common critique leveled against Quranic narratives is the recurrent nature
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of certain stories across different chapters. Through a rigorous comparative
analysis of these narrative variations, one can demonstrate that these are
not redundant repetitions but purposeful retellings with distinct thematic
functions. Indeed, our hypothesis asserts that no story is identically dupli-
cated in different surahs; thus, literal, redundant repetition does not exist in
the Holy Quran.

E. Reconstructing the chronological sequence and historical phases of
Quranic narratives. This methodological approach was pioneered by Al-
lamah Tabataba'i in his monumental exegesis, Al-Mizan. Throughout his
commentary, under specific narrative units, Allamah Tabataba'i utilizes this
very method of comparative analysis to reconstruct and chronologically
organize the historical timeline of Quranic events.

Research Methodology:

The methodology employed in this study is the standard descriptive-ana-
lytical research method, conducted through a comparative lens. While the
paper adopts a comparative stance, it also utilizes the principles and frame-
works of comparative analysis. Crucial among these principles is the iden-
tification of both shared commonalities and distinctive variations between
the two compared phenomena. The structural rules of comparative analysis
dictate: (1) discovering the exact overlaps and divergences between the
two narratives, (2) moving beyond superficial, outer-level differences to
isolate the fundamental factors driving these narrative variations, and (3)
disclosing the primary underlying catalyst that necessitates these structural
and thematic differences.

Research Findings:

By comparing the story of Adam and Satan in the two surahs Sad and Taha,
the following findings were obtained: The primary narrative axis of Surah
Sad is Satan's sworn resolution to 'mislead all of mankind, except Your
sincere, purified servants (al-ibad al-mukhlasin)." Consequently, Surah Sad
aims to depict the Prophet Muhammad's (s.a.w.) absolute victory over the
Meccan polytheists and the ultimate establishment of his religious and po-
litical sovereignty. Since the expansion of Islamic authority throughout his-
tory opens up extensive opportunities for governance and political power,
the story of Adam in this surah serves as a potent warning to rulers. It
highlights that Satan has sworn to divert all leaders from the righteous path
of divine governance, and that only those leaders who possess absolute
sincerity (ikhlas) are immune to this deception.

Conversely, the central narrative element of the story of Adam in Surah
Taha revolves around 'deception accompanied by the seductive promise of
an everlasting, imperishable kingdom (mulk 1a yabla).' This element is also
in complete harmony with the primary purpose of the Surah, because God
warns in this story that believers must not be deceived by Satan and must
not fall into greed for ruling, which would cause their fall and that of their
community. Other distinct points of the story in Surah Taha are positioned
under the shadow of this main element.



With this analysis, both Surahs Sad and Taha address the critical issue of
politics, governance, and their corresponding ethical vulnerabilities in an
Islamic society. However, they approach this theme from distinct stages:
In Surah Sad, the narrative focuses on the establishment phase of Islamic
sovereignty, establishing the essential qualifications and prerequisites of
legitimate leadership (namely, spiritual sincerity and purification). In Surah
Taha, the narrative addresses the post-establishment phase, offering coun-
sel and warnings to the Prophet's successors and the believers to guard
against the deceptive lure of perpetual power and political hubris, ensuring
that greed does not trigger a catastrophic societal collapse.

Final Conclusion:

From the discussions of this paper, the conclusion is reached that the com-
parative study of stories with a single subject in different surahs yields two
major achievements: One is synergy and completing the chain of stories,
and the other is discovering the relationship between the perspective of
each story and the main theme of the surah. Also, through a comparison
of the narrative elements of the story of Adam (a.s.) and Satan in the two
surahs, we find that from a content perspective, the main element distin-
guishing the story of Adam in Surah Sad is sincerity (ikhlas), establishing
the immunity of purified servants of God from Satan's deception and warn-
ing against deviation in the matter of power and governance in the Islamic
community. From the Quran's point of view, only the sincere (mukhlasin)
have competence for governance. Conversely, the main element of the sto-
ry of Adam (a.s.) in Surah Taha is a warning that power-seeking and the
desire for political dominion represent the chief catalysts for human devia-
tion and moral collapse.

Keywords: Comparative study, Story of Adam, Narrative elements, Surah
Sad, Surah Taha
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