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Abstract

The allegation that the Qur'an has been influenced by individuals and the culture of its
time dates back to the period of its revelation. Certain verses of the Qur'an explicitly state
that the Messenger of God was accused of producing the Qur'an through interactions with
specific individuals rather than receiving it as divine and heavenly revelation. On the one
hand, the Qur'an's claim to be the literal word of God, and on the other hand, its use of cul-
tural elements of the time in many verses, as well as the propagation of this allegation by
intellectual circles attempting to undermine the Qur'an’s value, all underscore the need for a
thorough explanation and analysis of the issue of the Qur'an’s possible influence by the cul-
ture of its era. The main focus of this study is to examine the views and interpretations of the
Qur’anic exegetes from both Sunni and Shiite traditions on this allegation. In addition to the
two dominant perspectives—one affirming and the other completely denying any influence
of the ‘culture of the time’ on the Qur'an—there is a third view that argues the Qur'an filtered
the culture of its time. According to this view, the Qur'an endorsed and reinforced elements
compatible with divine teachings, while rejecting or gradually reforming those aspects that
were not aligned with religious principles.

Some of the key findings of this study include: (1) The claim that the Qur'an was influenced by ‘cul-
ture of its time’ is not supported by any rational or scriptural evidence from Sunni exegetes; (2) The
argument that the seven heavens correspond to the Ptolemaic cosmological model is invalid, as the
Qur'an does not include the eighth and ninth spheres of the Ptolemaic system as part of the heavens.
This research employs a library-based data collection method and, using a descriptive-analytical
approach within the framework of an intra-religious perspective, critiques and analyzes the opinions
of certain Qur'anic exegetes regarding the Qur'an's supposed influence by the ‘culture of its time’.

1. The article is an extracted article from the PhD dissertation of Mahdieh YarAhmadi.
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