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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This research aims to clarify the Quranic depiction of the
originality of the creation of the universe and humanity, and also to demonstrate
what philosophers intend by the term "origination" (ibda‘) and the conclusions of
their thoughts regarding the originality of the creation of the universe and humanity.
After presenting the views of the Quran and philosophers on the issue of the origi-
nal creation of the universe and humanity, the two perspectives are compared, high-
lighting their points of agreement and divergence, and ultimately demonstrating the
superiority and comprehensiveness of one over the other.

Research Method: The methodology of this study is documentary, and the prob-
lem-solving is conducted through a descriptive-exegetical approach to extract the
Quranic perspective. In the exploratory phase of the verse analysis, both literal
and conceptual search methods were employed, and various verses were collected
and examined based on their implications, from which the Quranic viewpoint on
the subject was inferred. In reporting and analyzing the views of philosophers, a
descriptive-analytical method was used, while the comparison and differentiation
between the Qur’anic and philosophical viewpoints on the subject were conducted
using a comparative—and at times critical—approach.

Findings: The findings of the research indicate that in the Quran, "originality" (ib-
da‘) is used to mean unprecedentedness and the absence of a need for a prior model.
The relevant verses consistently indicate the original creation of the universe and
humanity. However, in philosophical terminology, "originality" refers to the cre-
ation of something without the need for pre-existing matter or time. The logical
relationship between the Qur’anic concept of originality and its technical meaning
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among prominent philosophers is one of generality and specificity, with the
Qur’anic concept being more comprehensive, encompassing the creation
of entities preceded by matter. Philosophers do not agree on the originality
of the creation of the universe and humanity; some consider the creation
of the material world or the non-material world to be original. Therefore,
most philosophers do not regard the creation of humanity as original. Only
those philosophers who view originality as the bestowal of existence by
God consider the existence of the universe and humanity to be original.
Most philosophers regard the matter of human creation as original but con-
sider the creation of the human body to be from pre-existing elements. In
contrast, the Qur’an, unlike the prevailing philosophical view, asserts that
the creation of the human body is also original. The Quranic perspective
differs from that of philosophers in two key points: first, the Qur’an explic-
itly states the originality of the creation of the universe and clearly indi-
cates the originality of human creation, whereas the philosophers' view on
the originality of human creation is ambiguous. Second, according to the
Quran, the creation of material entities is original, whereas the majority of
the prominent philosophers do not consider it to be so. The issues faced
by philosophers include a lack of consensus on the instances of original
creation and the use of the term "originality" in a non-literal sense without
contextual indicators.

Final Conclusion: For the creation of humanity from matter, the Quran
does not use the Arabic term "bada"" or its derivatives; however, it employs
synonymous terms such as "insha’(bringing into being), " "ibd'a’(origi-
nation)", "fatr," (primordial creation) and "khalq" (creation) which, in the
presence of other contextual indicators, signify a mode of creative origi-
nation. Divine creation, according to the Qur’an, is not contingent upon a
pre-existing matter or substrate; rather, God brings things into existence ex
nihilo ("from nothing"). From the Qur’anic perspective, both the creation
of the universe and the creation of the human being—whether in terms of
the spiritual or the physical dimension—are considered acts of origination.
This is because human creation, either in terms of the combination of mat-
ter and form or solely in terms of form, does not require a prior blueprint,
and the spiritual dimension is not dependent on any primordial material.
Moreover, in light of its unprecedented nature, human creation is consid-
ered a unique act of origination even among the various forms of divine
creation.

Keywords: Creation, Origination of the World, Origination of the Human
Being, the Qur’an and Origination, Philosophers and Origination
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