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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The central issue of this study is to examine the validity of
James Bellamy’s claim concerning the Arabic word jibt. By utilizing the viewpoints
of both Sunni and Shi‘i Qur’anic exegetes along with linguistic principles, the accu-
racy or inaccuracy of Bellamy’s assertion can be determined. Through precise aca-
demic analysis and recourse to Qur’anic lexicons, Qur’anic exegeses, and historical
records, the fallacy and inadequacy of Bellamy’s assumption can be demonstrated.
This reveals that the most accurate and effective terms and expressions are those
authentically found in the Qur’an and its conventional orthography. Replacing such
terms yields no result other than supporting the notion of verbal distortion in the
Qur’an. Furthermore, Bellamy’s theory aligns with his presuppositions and paral-
lels with the scriptures of the Bible and the Torah, but cannot be fully applied to the
Qur’an. It must be noted that Bellamy’s views are not entirely in agreement with the
Muslim discourse on orthographic irregularities.

Research Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodol-
ogy with a critical approach, involving the collection and analysis of relevant data
to examine Bellamy’s reformist view regarding the word jibt.

Findings: The findings reveal that no alteration or distortion has occurred con-
cerning this word that would necessitate emendation. Bellamy’s perspective lacks
credibility due to its reliance on the assumption that the Qur’an is comparable to
the previous scriptures and due to its incompatibility with the historical facts of the
Qur’an’s transmission, its oral mutawatir nature, and the foundational principles of
Islamic and linguistic thought as upheld by Muslim exegetes and lexicographers.
Various interpretations have been offered by lexicographers, exegetes, and tradi-
tionists regarding the word jibt, including meanings such as idol, magician, magic,
soothsayer, Iblis, Satan, polytheism, a certain Jewish scholar, a group of Jewish
scholars, disbeliever, obstinate opponent, and anything or anyone obeyed in dis-
obedience to God. Therefore, the meaning of jibt cannot be confined to any one of
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these alone. It may refer to any object of worship other than God or any-
thing set in opposition to Him in acts of worship. As shown, Qur’anic ex-
egetes and lexicographers differ only in the origin, meaning, and referents
of jibt, which is an accepted type of scholarly divergence; however, there is
no disagreement among them concerning the reading, orthography, or any
scribal error regarding this term. Thus, no modification has occurred, and
the expression used in the Qur’an and the standard orthographic traditions
is correct and meaningful.

Conclusion: The words used in the Qur’an are authentic and original, and
based on Islamic principles (especially the doctrine of non-distortion), any
replacement is inadmissible. Bellamy’s proposals to substitute, add, or re-
move words—often resulting from his assumptions and personal interpre-
tations—are inaccurate and invalid, especially concerning specific Qur’an-
ic terms like jibt. Moreover, Bellamy’s reliance on alleged errors by certain
Qur’anic exegetes and Companions in understanding Qur’anic meanings
lacks the precision and credibility needed to critique the Qur’anic text. Se-
mantic disagreements among Muslim scholars concerning meanings and
concepts of Qur’anic vocabulary are widely accepted and do not, by them-
selves, indicate scribal errors or verbal distortion. The oral transmission
of the Qur’an and the precedence of recitation overwriting are among the
most significant historical considerations negating the possibility of such
distortions. Since the Qur’an has been transmitted word for word through
continuous oral recitation, Qur’anic recitation (Qira’ah) holds a distinct
status in Islamic tradition—an aspect overlooked in Bellamy’s studies.

Keywords: Bellamy’s critical method, Jibt, Sunni and Shi‘i exegetes,
James Bellamy, Orientalists
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