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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

Focusing on one of the most fundamental divine laws (sunan ilahiyyah) in the Holy
Qur'an, namely the law of "the triumph of truth (haqq) over falsehood (batil)," this
study seeks to provide a comparative analysis of this concept in the thought of
two prominent contemporary exegetes: Allamah Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'i
and Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei. The primary research question is to uncov-
er the conceptual similarities and methodological divergences of these two think-
ers regarding the definition (chisti), rationale (charayt), mechanism of realization
(sazokar-e tahaqquq), and the historical and ontological frameworks of this divine
law. This research attempts to demonstrate how differences in philosophical foun-
dations, historical perspectives, and the agency of human beings in divine processes
lead to two complementary yet distinct readings of the law of the triumph of truth
over falsehood, and how these readings can contribute to a dynamic understanding
of history and Islamic civilization in the contemporary era.

Research Methodology:
This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach based on a com-
parative content analysis of selected exegetical texts. To execute the comparative
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exegetical methodology, the following steps were taken: First, data was col-
lected through a meticulous study of Allamah Tabataba'i's Tafsir al-Mizan
and Ayatollah Khamenei's exegetical works (such as his commentaries on
Surahs As-Saff, Al-Hashr, Al-Mujadilah, At-Tawbah, etc.), extracting the
passages relevant to the divine law of the triumph of truth over falsehood.
Second, content analysis was performed to categorize the primary themes,
arguments, and Quranic evidence cited by each exegete. In the comparative
stage, their viewpoints were contrasted based on specific criteria, includ-
ing: the foundational explanation of the triumph of truth, the role of divine
will, the agency of human factors, misconceptions surrounding the triumph
of truth, the types of triumph, the conditions for achieving victory or defeat,
and the distinctiveness of their methodological approaches. This method-
ology enabled the study to preserve absolute fidelity to the source texts
while systematically analyzing the conceptual patterns and methodological
distinctions of the two exegetes.

Research Findings:

The findings indicate that both commentators view the divine law of the tri-
umph of truth over falsehood as a definitive, immutable, and deeply rooted
law within both the existential (takwini) and legislative (tashri‘l) realms.
Both believe that truth—by virtue of its connection to the Divine Essence—
possesses inherent stability and permanence, whereas falsehood—owing to
its lack of ontological grounding—is destined to perish. Their shared views
encompass the ontological explanation of the triumph of truth (the inherent
stability of truth and the transient nature of falsehood), the role of divine
will in guaranteeing victory, and an emphasis on verses such as: "Allah has
decreed: I will surely overcome, I and My messengers" (Qur'an 58:21).
Nevertheless, a fundamental difference lies in their respective analytical
frameworks:

Allamah Tabataba'i, employing a philosophical-ontological approach,
conceptualizes the triumph of truth as an intrinsic law of creation. Using
Quranic metaphors such as water foam (Qur'an 13:17) and the goodly tree
(al-shajarah al-tayyibah) (Qur'an 14:24-25), he explains the instability and
fleeting nature of falsechood. He demonstrates the continuity of this divine
law through the use of present-continuous (mudari®) verbs in Quranic vers-
es (such as Qur'an 42:24), arguing that human skepticism about this law
stems from a short-term, limited perspective.

Conversely, Ayatollah Khamenei, utilizing a historical-sociological ap-
proach, emphasizes human agency in the actualization of this divine law.
He posits that triumph is conditional upon the social action of believers,
striving (mujahadah), piety (taqwa), assisting the cause of religion, and tri-
umphing over one's base desires (hawa al-nafs). In his view, the victory of
truth is a gradual, historical process shaped in the crucible of the contin-
uous struggle between the fronts of truth and falsehood, the realization of
which demands the active presence of human agents on the stage of action.
He examines historical examples, such as the struggles of the prophets,
and analyzes factors of failure such as negligence (ghaflah), lethargy, and



vanity.

The primary divergences lie in Tabataba'i's focus on the existential/cosmic
(takwinT) dimension versus Khamenei's emphasis on human responsibility,
the categorization of victory (intellectual vs. military), and the relationship
of this law to other divine laws (such as purification/tamhis and divine as-
sistance/nasr). This divergence of perspective is rooted in the dominance of
a philosophical-epistemological outlook in Allamah Tabataba'i's exegesis
versus a concrete, socio-political approach in Ayatollah Khamenei's work,
reflecting the distinct historical, intellectual, and practical contexts of their
scholarly lives.

Final Conclusion:

The conclusion of this study indicates that the two examined approaches
are not contradictory, but rather complementary. Allamah Tabataba'i's on-
tological approach provides the solid philosophical foundation and convic-
tion necessary for the belief in the ultimate victory of truth, while Ayatollah
Khamenei's socio-historical approach offers a practical roadmap for actu-
alizing this divine law in individual and social spheres. Consequently, the
divine law of the triumph of truth over falsehood is not merely a passive
divine promise, but an active, strategic framework for faithful action in the
contemporary world. Furthermore, this study proposes that future research
engage in comparative analyses with other contemporary thinkers (such
as Morteza Motahhari or Abdollah Javadi-Amoli) and extract the practical
dimensions of these divine laws for cultural policy-making.

Keywords: Keywords:Ayatollah Khamenei, Comparative Exegesis, Di-
vine Laws (Sunan Ilahiyyah), Law of the Triumph of Truth over Falsehood,
Allamah Tabataba'i.
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