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A Comparative Study of the Structural Exegesis of the Holy
Qur'an based on the opinions of Al-Bastant and Allamah
Tabatabai: A Case Study of Surah Yasin

Seifali Zahedifar'(®) ; Ameneh Mosavi Shajari’([?) ; Sayyid Majid Nabavi®

1. Associate Professor, Department of Qur'anic and Hadith Sciences, Shahid Madani University of Azerbaijan, Facul-
ty of Theology and Islamic Studies, Tabriz, Iran (Corresponding Author).
s_zahedifar@yahoo.com
2. PhD in Arabic Language and Literature, Shahid Madani University of Azerbaijan, Faculty of Theology and Islamic
Studies, Tabriz, Iran. ameneh mosavi@yahoo.com
3. PhD in Qur'an and Hadith Sciences, Arak University, Arak, Iran. majidnabavil366(@gmail.com

Abstract

A group of Qur’anic exegetes believes that each Chapter of the Qur'an possesses
its own specific message, indicating a significant difference between one Chapter
to the others. Mahmiid Al-Bastani, an Iraqi scholar, is among those who have inter-
preted the Qur'an from this perspective. He analyzes and interprets “Surah Yasin”
in this manner, asserting that the central message and focus of this Surah is its tenth
verse: “It is the same to them whether you warn them or do not warn them, they
will not have faith”. Therefore, he interprets all the verses of “Surah Yasin” in this
context. This noble verse indicates a central message: that the disbelievers have
reached such a degree of unawareness that the warning of the Messenger of God
does not affect them. He believes that “Surah Yasin” expands upon and elaborates
on this noble verse. Al-Bastani expounds his views using literary and rhetorical
mechanisms. In contrast, Allamah Tabatabal introduces the overall purpose of each
Surah at the beginning of his commentary and bases his interpretation on it. Unlike
Al-Bastani, he believes that “Surah Yasin” addresses fundamental beliefs, sequen-
tially outlining three principles: Prophethood, Monotheism, and Resurrection. It
is clear that the differing viewpoints of these two Qur’anic exegetes regarding the
message and structure of the Surah have led to variations in their interpretations of
the Qur'anic verses. This research employs a descriptive-analytical method to ex-
plore and examine the perspectives of Al-Bastant and Allamah Tabatabai concern-
ing the structure of “Surah Yasin” and its impact on the interpretation of this Surah,
aiming to articulate the features and distinctions of each.

Keywords: Surah objective, Surah Yasin, Structural exegesis, Bastani, Tabatabai
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Abstract
Given the significant expansion of communication, understanding the religious tra-
ditions of the followers of divine religions and comprehending the relationships
between them is inevitable and forms one of the prerequisites for the approximation
of religions. One of the common teachings of the Abrahamic faiths is the divine
traditions (Sunnah), which function as universal laws governing human societies
and the universe. Some divine traditions are conditional and dependent on human
actions, and their effects become visible accordingly. In this study, only the condi-
tional divine traditions specific to the faithful are analyzed comparatively across
the three Abrahamic religions, with the aim of answering the question: What is the
relationship (in terms of similarities and differences) between the divine conditional
traditions related to the faithful in the Qur’an and the Bible (Old and New Testa-
ments)? This research is conducted through library-based sources in a descriptive,
comparative, and analytical manner, and so far, no similar independent study has
been presented. It can be said that, due to the unity of the revelatory source, there is
a significant similarity between the conditional traditions specific to the righteous
in the three religions. However, the differences in direct and indirect references to
these traditions can be attributed to the unique cultural contexts and circumstances
of the followers of each of these Scriptures. For example, the Qur’an, with its use
of the terms "Sunnah" and "Sunnan" and its numerous and direct references to the
discussed traditions, holds a distinct advantage over the Bible. These traditions can
generally be categorized into two groups: the increase of spiritual blessings, such
as the ability to discern truth from falsehood, and the increase of material blessings,
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Abstract

The belief of some of the authors of works in the exegetical schools and trends is that
the authors of narrative exegeses have simply compiled traditions (hadiths) that often
directly refer to some of the words and phrases of the verses without any independent
reasoning (ijtihad). Contrary to this view, evidence suggests that that the authors of
these exegeses exercised independent reasoning (ijtihad) at least in two areas—selec-
tion of hadith sources and relevant traditions (hadiths) —exercised independent reason-
ing (ijtihad) to uncover the meaning of the verses. In this regard, this research, using
a descriptive-analytical method through the comparison of well-known Shia narrative
exegeses, aims to elucidate the examples of independent reasoning (ijtihad) by their
authors regarding the abrogation of Verses of Peace by the Verses on Fighting and to
examine the factors influencing this process. The findings of this research indicate that
these exegeses differ in several aspects from each other, such as whether they address
the issue of abrogation of the Verses of Peace by the Verses of Fighting or not, the extent
of their discussion on the topic, whether they mention conflicting traditions or not, and
whether the exegetes evaluate these traditions or not. The differences in the exegete's in-
terpretation method, the selection of the source by the exegetes, and their attention to the
historical trend of diminishing occurrences of abrogation in Islamic writings over time
are among the most significant factors influencing these distinctions. The study high-
lights the distinctiveness of Shiite narrative exegeses regarding the abrogation of Verses
of Peace by the Verses of Fighting as an example of the exegetes’ interpretive reasoning
(ijtihad) in the writing of the Shia narrative interpretations. Among the findings of this
research is the influence of the Sunni sources on Shia exegeses in this area, as well as the
weakening of Aqa Buzurg Tehrani's view regarding the authorship of Tafsir al-Qummi.
Keywords: Abrogation, Verses of Fighting, Verses of Peace, Shiite Narrative Exe-
geses, Role of the Author
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Abstract

The allegation that the Qur'an has been influenced by individuals and the culture
of its time dates back to the period of its revelation. Certain verses of the Qur'an
explicitly state that the Messenger of God was accused of producing the Qur'an
through interactions with specific individuals rather than receiving it as divine and
heavenly revelation. On the one hand, the Qur'an's claim to be the literal word of
God, and on the other hand, its use of cultural elements of the time in many verses,
as well as the propagation of this allegation by intellectual circles attempting to un-
dermine the Qur'an’s value, all underscore the need for a thorough explanation and
analysis of the issue of the Qur'an’s possible influence by the culture of its era. The
main focus of this study is to examine the views and interpretations of the Qur’anic
exegetes from both Sunni and Shiite traditions on this allegation. In addition to
the two dominant perspectives—one affirming and the other completely denying
any influence of the ‘culture of the time’ on the Qur'an—there is a third view that
argues the Qur'an filtered the culture of its time. According to this view, the Qur'an
endorsed and reinforced elements compatible with divine teachings, while rejecting
or gradually reforming those aspects that were not aligned with religious principles.
Some of the key findings of this study include: (1) The claim that the Qur'an was influ-
enced by ‘culture of its time’ is not supported by any rational or scriptural evidence from
Sunni exegetes; (2) The argument that the seven heavens correspond to the Ptolemaic
cosmological model is invalid, as the Qur'an does not include the eighth and ninth spheres
of the Ptolemaic system as part of the heavens. This research employs a library-based data
collection method and, using a descriptive-analytical approach within the framework of
an intra-religious perspective, critiques and analyzes the opinions of certain Qur'anic exe-
getes regarding the Qur'an's supposed influence by the ‘culture of its time’.
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Examining the Qur’anic Foundations of Human Personality with
a Comparative Approach of the Exegetical Thoughts of the Su-
preme Leader and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli

Ali Asghar Shoaei'

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, University of Holy Qur’an Sciences
and Education, Qom, Iran. shoaei@quran.ac.ir

Abstract

One of the most important topics in anthropology is the concept of personality, yet
there has been limited research examining it from the perspective of the Qur’an.
Moreso, each theorist has provided a different definition of personality based on
their understanding, leading to significant ambiguities in this field. One of the solu-
tions to eliminate these ambiguities is to refer to religious texts, as they can help
extract the religious foundations of human personality and address all aspects of
human existence, both material and immaterial. This article employs a descrip-
tive-analytical method to examine the foundations of human personality from the
teachings of the Qur’an, with a comparative approach to the exegetical thoughts of
Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei and Ayatollah Abdullah Javadi Amoli. The find-
ings of the research indicate that human personality, understood as moral qualities,
serves as the underlying structure and internal cause of human behavior. Its forma-
tion is influenced by both internal factors, such as the material, metaphysical, and
uncontrollable environment, and external factors, such as the controllable environ-
ment and voluntary behaviors, some of which are acquired while others are innate.
Keywords: Qur’anic foundations, Personality, Comparative approach, Exegetical
thoughts, Khamenei, Javadi Amoli.
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Abstract

One of the most debated Qur’anic verses that have, in the transition to
the modern era, suggested a form of gender inequality between men and
women is the verse "Men have a degree above them [women]" (Qur’an
2: 228). Early and medieval exegetes, influenced by narrations attribut-
ed to the Companions and their Followers (Tabi‘lin), believed that this
statement indicated the absolute superiority of men over women, either
in terms of rights or in a creational sense. These interpretations prevailed
until the threshold of the 14th Hijri century. However, as the Muslim
world transitioned into the contemporary period and new concerns and
questions emerged, the cultural and social conditions were set for a shift
away from long-established exegetical traditions and the rise of inter-
pretations that are more justifiable in light of modern circumstances and
demands. Therefore, this study aims to focus on the prominent exege-
ses from both Sunni and Shiite scholars in the contemporary period,
exploring new interpretive perspectives on this Qur'anic verse through
a comparative approach. The research identifies the theoretical frame-
works that have shaped these new interpretative viewpoints, which in-
clude: emphasizing the notion of duty over that of rights, highlighting
the concept of difference instead of superiority, and replacing the idea of
absolute superiority with that of relative superiority.
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Abstract

One of the important aspects of Qur'anic exegesis is the careful examina-
tion of exegetical opinions and the analysis of the reasons behind schol-
ars' arguments in addressing questions raised regarding specific verses.
Verse 16 of Qur’an 3 [Surah An-Nisa] is one of those verses that has
generated various exegetical opinions and numerous questions about its
abrogation or non-abrogation, the subject of the verse, and its intended
addressees. Many critiques have been made against the reasons and opin-
ions provided. Therefore, this study, employing a descriptive-analytical
method, explores the linguistic analysis, attention to the context of the
verse, and its semantic connection with the surrounding verses. It aims
to clarify the weaknesses and shortcomings in the existing interpreta-
tions and propose a new perspective. The findings suggest that Verse 16
when connected to the preceding and following verses, addresses Islam-
ic family laws, particularly focusing on purifying homes from infidelity,
corruption, and illicit family relationships after the verses on inheritance
and other related rulings. Thus, this verse pertains to a man and a woman
from an Islamic family who are involved in sexual infidelity toward each
other. Attention to this context, along with a precise understanding of the
vocabulary used, leads to an interpretation different from the common
view of many Qur’anic exegetes. According to this approach, there is no
abrogation in this verse or the verse preceding it.
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Abstract

The structural interpretation of the Qur'an, as a method of understanding the divine text,
has emerged as one of the innovative and attractive fields in contemporary academic
studies, gaining significant attention in recent decades. Many exegetes and researchers
have ventured into this domain. This method seeks to uncover the intended purpose
of the divine text and considers a deep understanding of the intent and subject of the
surah essential to achieving this goal. Part of the scientific examination of any method
is conducted through comparison and alignment with other scientific approaches. In
this regard, the current study employs an innovative "interrogative" method based on
criteria and inquiry. By comparing and contrasting various methods, it offers a practical
complement to the comparative study of exegetical approaches. The study examines,
through an in-depth analysis, the ideas, foundations, sources, tools, rules, and criteria
of two relatively similar and shared comprehensive and structural interpretative ap-
proaches: Allamah Tabatabai’s Tafsir Al-Mizan and Dr. Mahmiid Al-Bastant’s struc-
tural exegesis (Al-Tafsir al-Bina'1). The study conducts a comparative analysis of their
views, focusing on the necessity of identifying commonalities and differences in their
approaches, which serve as fundamental and constructive criteria in comparative inter-
pretation. The study highlights their theoretical and practical principles regarding the
relationships, connections, and discovery of the purposes of verses and overarching
themes in different sections of Surah Ghafir, as an example from the Hawamim Surahs.
It aims to develop and expand new concepts by creating a unified, innovative, and com-
prehensive structural approach that combines different methods and interpretative ten-
dencies. This, in turn, facilitates a correct and effective understanding of the meanings
and secrets of the Qur'anic interpretation, offering a new model and a complete outcome
to be shared and displayed for future study.

Keywords: Structural interpretation, Comparative study, Tabatabai, Bastani, Simi-

1. The article is an extracted article from the PhD dissertation of Hossein Pirake.
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Abstract

Magqasid-based Tafsir, or an exegesis based on God’s intention, is an innovative
method in the field of Qur'anic studies that, alongside its concern with addressing
contemporary needs, emphasizes the importance of the author's intent as a key ele-
ment in understanding religious texts. The necessity of addressing this issue arises
because, despite the long-standing tradition of exegetical methods based on the in-
tent of the author, many emerging exegesis theories seriously oppose the centrality
of authorial intent and insist on the independence of the text and its meaning from
the author. In the contemporary period, Imam Khomeini and Allamah Tabatabat are
two prominent scholars who have specifically and distinctly focused on the Ma-
qasid-based approach to understanding religion, particularly the Qur'an. They have
emphasized the need to return to this important principle. This article aims to use
a descriptive-analytical method to revisit the exegeses of these two contemporary
scholars and conduct a comparative study, analyzing the major manifestations of
the Maqasid-based approach in their exegetical thoughts. Based on the findings of
this research, the most significant reflection of the Maqasid-based approach in their
exegesis can be observed in their focus on interpreting Qur'anic verses based on the
overall purpose of the Qur'an. According to this approach, paying attention to the
overall objective of each Surah and searching for the purpose in each context is con-
sidered a legitimate method for understanding the Qur'an, alongside the indepen-
dent interpretation of verses outside their context in light of the broader purpose.
Keywords: Magqasid-based Approach, Imam Khomeini, Allamah Tabatabai,
Qur'anic Exegesis, Intention
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Abstract

Some of the attributes ascribed to God in the Holy Qur'an create a basis
for attributing oppression and transgression to the Most Sacred Being.
Among these attributes are mockery, deceit, misleading, and support in
rebellion. If these types of attributes are taken esoterically, they imply
a deficiency in God. This article aims to clarify the actual meaning of
these attributes according to Qur'anic exegetes, focusing on the views
of TabarsT and Fakhr al-Din al- Razi. The methodology adopted in this
paper is descriptive-analytical. Based on the findings, the term "mock-
ery" when applied to God can be understood as a form of punishment for
mockers, humiliating their status and dignity, and withdrawing divine
support and guidance. The terms "deceit" and "plot" attributed to God
are used in a rhetorical sense, indicating a precise, calculated, and just
strategy in punishing God's enemies—one that those who plot against
Him are unaware of. This type of deceit can also be seen as a form of
granting respite and entrapment. God does not initiate leading astray;
therefore, divine misguidance is a form of punishment that occurs after
ingratitude and rebellion. When an individual chooses to pursue mis-
guidance, God abandons them and does not guide them; this withholding
of guidance itself constitutes a form of misguidance. Support in rebellion
can also be viewed as a type of granting respite and entrapment, which
is considered the worst form of divine punishment, often described in
various verses and credible traditions as abandoning a person.
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