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Semantic Analysis of the Arabic Word ""Ab" in Verse 74 of Surah
al-An‘am: A Comparative Approach Between " Tafsir al-Mizan"
and "Tafsir Min Wahy al-Qur’an"
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1. PhD Candidate, Department of Qur'an and Hadith Studies, Research Institute of Hawzeh and University,

Qom, Iran, (Corresponding Author). meymosa@gmail.com
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The primary objective of this study is to examine and analyze
verse 74 of Surah al-An‘am, with a particular focus on the relationship between
Prophet Ibrahim and Azar. The use of the word "Ab" in reference to Azar in this
verse raises fundamental questions regarding the meaning and connotation of the
term and its compatibility with theological perspectives. On one hand, if "Ab" is
taken to mean "biological father," then considering that Azar was a polytheist, this
interpretation conflicts with Shi‘i theological foundations, and it encounters a prob-
lem. On the other hand, some Sunni Qur’anic exegetes accept this relationship and
argue that it poses no contradiction with the prophetic status of Hazrat Ibrahim. As
a result, this issue has been a matter of considerable debate among both Sunni and
Shi‘i exegetes. This study specifically concentrates on a comparative analysis of
two prominent Shi‘i Qur’anic exegeses: Tafsir al-Mizan by ‘Allamah Tabataba'1
and Min Wahy al-Qur’an by ‘Allamah Fadlullah. The goal is to reach a fair and
well-supported judgment concerning the meaning of the term "Ab" and other as-
sociated discussions in this verse. The paper seeks to provide a more nuanced and
comprehensive understanding of the topic by analyzing and evaluating various ex-
egetical perspectives.

Research Methodology: This study employs a comparative method to examine
and contrast the two aforementioned Qur’anic exegeses: al-Mizan and Min Wahy
al-Qur’an. Although both works are authored by Shi‘i scholars, they present dif-
fering views in their interpretations of verse 74 of Surah al-An‘am. By conduct-
ing a detailed comparative analysis, the author aims to identify the $trengths and
weaknesses of each Qur’anic exegesis and ultimately arrive at a well-reasoned and
holistic conclusion regarding the actual meaning of the word "Ab" and the sur-

Received: 2023/11/04 ; Received in revised from: 2024/03/06 ; Accepted: 2024/03/06 ; Published online: 2025/03/15
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P10-31, 10.22034/csq.2024.423501.1352

©The Author(s). Published by: Department of Qur'anic Exegesis and Sciences

& olomquran.ir




lg owllslizo

5

i

b

Ve &l

s

Ol (23 00 9 Olwall sl (oo Baalal 3,509, b @il 8ygm

f}: B)Lﬁn‘ﬂ

Wil

Oty 9 52l

\&y

rounding discussions. Additionally, the study traces the historical develop-
ment of exegetical opinions on this matter to provide a broader and deeper
perspective.

Findings: The findings reveal that ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, in his interpreta-
tion of verse 74, not only seeks to affirm the Shi‘i theological view regard-
ing the relationship between Prophet Ibrahim and Azar but also critically
engages with opposing views and evaluates them. He utilizes exegetical
and theological tools to conduct an in-depth analysis of the term "Ab",
correlating it with other Qur’anic verses and reliable narrations to strength-
en his arguments with scholarly and interpretive precision. Conversely,
‘Allamah Fadlullah attempts to critique Tabataba'1’s view and presents an
alternative interpretation of the verse. He approaches the issue from a fresh
perspective and employs distinct analytical methods. Nevertheless, this
study contends that Fadlullah’s critiques of Tabataba’1’s view are not par-
ticularly robust, and some of them face logical and interpretive challenges.

Conclusion: The conclusion of this study indicates that both Tafsir al-
Mizan and Min Wahy al-Qur’an endeavor to provide reasoned and compre-
hensive interpretations of verse 74 of Surah al-An‘am. Despite the differ-
ences in the perspectives of these two prominent Shi‘i Qur’anic exegetes,
each has striven to carefully examine various dimensions of the issue and
reach conclusions based on their theological and scholarly frameworks.
These differing interpretations reflect the complexity and multifaceted na-
ture of the issue and underscore the need for precision and attentiveness
in Qur’anic interpretation—especially in matters such as the familial rela-
tionships of Prophets. Moreover, it appears that historical and contextual
factors have influenced the formation of the exegetical perspectives. In par-
ticular, ‘Allamah Fadlullah’s critique of Tabataba'1’s view may have been
shaped by specific intellectual movements within the Islamic world. These
contextual influences may have played a significant role in the divergence
of their interpretive approaches.

Keywords: Azar, Prophet Ibrahim, Tafsir al-Mizan, Min Wahy al-Qur’an,
Comparative Exegesis
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The aim of this research is a comparative study between
the Tafstr Tasntm and Tafsir Nemiineh regarding the story of the meeting between
Hazrat Musa and Khidr. Due to characteristics such as the contemporaneity of the
two Qur’anic exegetes, the fact that both benefited from the teachings of ‘Allamah
Tabataba’1, the temporal and geographical alignment of their scholarly develop-
ment and also certain distinctions—such as Tafsir Tasnim being a single-author
work whereas Tafsir Nemiineh being a group-authored commentary—these two
Qur’anic exegeses were selected for a comparative study of the story of Hazrat
Musa and Khidr, to examine and compare the views of the respective exegetes.

Research Methodology: This study, conducted as a comparative analysis between
Tafstr Tasntm and Tafsir Nemiineh, employs the method of thematic analysis. Re-
lying on the textual content of the two Qur’anic exegeses, the thematic networks
related to the story of Hazrat Musa and Khidr in both exegeses were identified and
their systematic structures were mapped out. After mapping the thematic networks
concerning the story, the weight of the basic themes under each organizing and
overarching theme was also determined.

Findings: Based on the tables obtained in this study, the differences between the ba-
sic themes and organizing themes in the two Qur’anic exegeses are clearly evident.

1. The article is an extracted article from the PhD dissertation of Yahya Rathi
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The greatest difference in the basic thematic themes and weight between the
two exegeses appears under the overarching theme of knowledge. In Tafsir
Nemiineh, under the overarching theme of knowledge, there are seven ba-
sic themes categorized under three organizing themes: types of knowledge,
the importance of knowledge, and the purpose of knowledge. In contrast,
Tafsir Tasnim contains 28 basic themes under five organizing themes: the
importance of knowledge, types of knowledge, the purpose of knowledge,
knowledge-centeredness, and characteristics of divine knowledge.

The smallest difference in thematic weight occurs under the overarching
theme of education and training. Under this theme, Tafsir Nemiineh in-
cludes 26 basic themes, while Tafstr Tasnim has 25. The organizing themes
under this overarching theme—such as the etiquette of seeking knowledge,
the importance of the teacher, the value of education and training, patience
in the pursuit of knowledge, teaching methods, and how to interact with
students—are identical in both exegeses.

Mystical and ethical points in Tafsir TasnTm consist of 22 basic themes,
compared to 9 in Tafsir Nemiineh, indicating a broader spiritual focus in
Tasntm. As for the overarching theme of doubts and objections, Tafsir
Tasnim includes 18 basic themes, while Tafsir Nemiineh contains only 5,
showing a greater emphasis by Javadi Amuli on addressing theological and
exegetical doubts surrounding the story. The organizing themes in Tasntm
under this category include: the story’s reference to determinism, doubts
about Musa’s infallibility, the identity of Hazrat Musa and whether he is
Hazrat Musa the son of ‘Imran, the role of Satan in forgetfulness, theo-
logical responses to criticisms of the story, the objection to the apparently
unjust killing, and the issue of forgetfulness in a major prophet. In contrast,
Tafsir Nemiineh addresses only four organizing themes under this cate-
gory: response to the objection regarding the killing, the role of Satan in
forgetfulness, doubts about Musa’s infallibility, and the identity of Hazrat
Musa—each of which is associated with only one basic theme. Meanwhile,
in Tafsir Tasnim, the basic themes under each organizing theme range from
two to five.

Conclusion: This study revealed that Tafstr Tasnm addresses a broader
range of themes in the story of Hazrat Musa and Khidr and provides a more
detailed elaboration of its concepts. Greater attention is given in Tasntm
to the core narrative, its various dimensions, and especially the character-
ization of Khidr, resulting in a higher thematic weight for the overarching
theme of the story. In line with this deeper focus, the Tafsir Tasnim also
gives considerable attention to the doubts and theological questions sur-
rounding the narrative and its characters. Another key area where Tafsir
Tasnim stands out is in its treatment of the theme of knowledge, which
showed the greatest difference in the number and depth of basic themes
compared to Tafsir Nemiineh. This indicates a more comprehensive and
analytical approach in Tasnim, particularly regarding foundational and
philosophical elements of the narrative.
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The objective of this study is to establish the position of the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), especially Imam ‘Ali (peace be upon him), with-
in the exegetical narrations transmitted from Ibn ‘Abbas. The significance of this
topic stems from the fact that numerous narrations in various fields of Qur’anic exe-
gesis have been attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas in both Sunni and Shi‘i sources. According
to Islamic tradition, Ibn ‘Abbas is regarded as the foremost exegete after ‘Alt ibn
Abt Talib. Therefore, the perspective of Ibn ‘Abbas—renowned as one of the most
eminent Qur’anic exegetes and a translator of the Qur’an—toward the Ahl al-Bayt
(PBUH) holds particular importance.

Research Methodology: This research adopts descriptive and library methods
accompanied by data analysis. The statistical corpus includes classical, medieval,
and later narrative Qur’anic exegetes from both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions, select-
ed based on the frequency and importance of their reported exegetical narrations.
Narrations attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas regarding the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt were
extracted and comparatively evaluated within the context of the relevant verses in
these Qur’anic exegetes. A typological categorization of these narrations was then
conducted. Additionally, the study examines possible textual variations or transfor-
mations between the Sunni and Shi‘i versions of the narrations.

Findings: The findings indicate a divergence in how Sunni and Shi‘i Qur’anic
exegetes transmit narrations on the virtues attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas. Among Shi‘i
exegetes, figures such as Furat al-Kafi, al-Huwayzi, and al-Bahrant actively re-
port narrations supporting the Ahl al-Bayt and affirming their divine guardianship
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[Wilayah]. In contrast, other exegetes such as Shaykh al-Ttist and al-TabrisT
generally refrain from highlighting these virtues, not due to skepticism
about Ibn ‘Abbas himself, but due to their broader conciliatory approach
aimed at promoting inter-sectarian unity and avoiding discord. Among ear-
ly Shi‘i Qur’anic exegetes, the number of narrations in al-Tafsr ‘Ayyasht
is limited, possibly because he prioritized jurisprudential issues and ruling
verses [Ayat al-ahkam] over the reporting of virtues.

Among Sunni Qur’anic exegetes, one group avoids reporting such narra-
tions altogether, while another shows greater fairness and includes more
of them. Tafsir works like those of Mugatil ibn Sulayman, ‘Abd al-Razzaq
al-San‘ani, and al-Tabari’s Jami‘ al-Bayan fall into the former category.
Meanwhile, Tafsir al-Kashf and Tafsir al-Bayan by al-Tha‘labt belong to
the latter, indicating that his approach was more neutral and focused on
transmitting exegetical narrations regardless of verifying their authenticity
or theological implications.

Conclusion: This study concludes that the largest number of narrations
concerning the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas in Sun-
ni narrative exegetical works appear in al-Durr al-Manthiir and the Shi‘i
Tafstr of Furat al-Kafl. Notably, the chain of transmission in all these narra-
tions generally follows the route: al-Kalb1 from Abi Salih from Ibn ‘Abbas.
Undoubtedly, the quantity of such narrations in various Qur’anic exegeses
is influenced by the theological orientation and exegetical tendencies of
the Qur’anic exegetes. For instance, al-‘Ayyashi focused on jurisprudential
narrations, al-TabarT’s omission was rooted in doctrinal bias, and Shaykh
al-TasT and al-Tabrist limited their inclusion of such narrations due to their
ecumenical outlook. On the other hand, the Qur’anic exegeses like those of
Furat al-Kuft (due to theological motives), and of al-Tha ‘lab1 and al-Suytitt
(due to their more impartial reporting), offer a broader representation of
these narrations.

Ultimately, while the number of narrations attributed to Ibn ‘Abbas con-
cerning the virtues of the Ahl al-Bayt varies across Qur’anic exegeses de-
pending on the exegetical approach, the absence or limitation of such nar-
rations does not negate their existence, nor does it undermine Ibn ‘Abbas’s
established position. Beyond mere statistics, Ibn ‘Abbas—recognized as
one of the most prominent exegetes among the Companions and the inter-
preter of the Qur’an—clearly understood and conveyed that the Ahl al-Bayt
(PBUH) were the referents, intended meaning, and true interpretation of
numerous Qur'anic verses.

Keywords: Ibn Abbas, narrations of the virtues, Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them), reasons for revelation, interpretations of both groups.
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The doctrine of Taqiyyah (Religious dissimulation) is one
of the shared beliefs between Shi'a and Sunni Islam and holds a central place in
religious texts. Rooted in Qur’anic teachings, this concept has been emphasized in
various verses of the Qur’an, and its legitimacy is clearly established. The primary
objective of this research is to explore and clarify the concept of Taqiyyah in the
Qur’an, analyzing the perspectives of Shi'a and Sunni Qur’anic exegetes, particu-
larly regarding verses 28 of Surah Al-Imran, 106 of Surah An-Nahl, and 28 of Surah
Ghafir. This study aims to address the objections raised against the Shi'a regarding
this doctrine and to identify points of agreement and disagreement between the two
Islamic schools of thought concerning the concept and conditions of Taqiyyah.

Research Methodology: This research employs an analytical-descriptive ap-
proach, utilizing reputable library resources to examine and compare the views of
Shi'a and Sunni Qur’anic exegetes on the verses related to Taqiyyah. Special atten-
tion is given to the perspectives of Sunni Qur’anic exegetes with Salafi and literalist
approaches, who have raised objections against the concept of Taqiyyah.

Findings: The findings of this research indicate that both sects agree on the prohi-
bition of forming alliances with disbelievers, as emphasized in verse 28 of Surah
Al-Imran while permitting association with them in cases of necessity. Regarding
verse 106 of Surah An-Nahl, both sects agree that Taqiyyah is permissible under
compulsion or fear of harm, but only to the extent necessary. Both Shi'a and Sunni
traditions cite the story of Ammar ibn Yasir in the context of this verse and narrate
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the famous saying of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
family) concerning Ammar. In the case of verse 28 of Surah Ghafir, Shi'a
commentators do not specify a particular context for its revelation, while
Sunni Qur’anic exegetes attribute its revelation to Abu Bakr's defense of
the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family). Both schools of thought
emphasize the legitimacy of Taqiyyah based on this verse and propose sim-
ilar possibilities regarding the identity of the "believing man" mentioned
in the verse. The main difference lies in the fact that Shi'a scholars gener-
ally do not consider abandoning Taqiyyah permissible under compulsion,
whereas Sunni scholars view such an approach as preferable.

Final Conclusion: Ultimately, this research demonstrates that Shi'a and
Sunni Islam agree on the principles and definition of Taqiyyah to the extent
that both schools of thought permit it in cases of necessity and to the de-
gree required. The practice of Taqiyyah can take the form of concealment,
verbal dissimulation, or practical compliance. Based on this, commentators
from both schools of thought believe that, despite the specific contexts of
the verses related to disbelievers, the concept of Taqiyyah can be applied
in the face of any opposition where the necessary conditions are met. Ad-
ditionally, Taqiyyah is permissible for religious leaders unless it leads to
harm to the religion. Except for some literalist Qur’anic exegetes, most
scholars from both schools of thought have reached a common interpreta-
tion of this doctrine.

Keywords: Shi'a and Sunni, Taqiyyah, Verses of Taqiyyah, Religious Dis-
simulation, Objections Exegesis.
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This research aims to clarify the Quranic depiction of the
originality of the creation of the universe and humanity, and also to demonstrate
what philosophers intend by the term "origination" (ibda‘) and the conclusions of
their thoughts regarding the originality of the creation of the universe and humanity.
After presenting the views of the Quran and philosophers on the issue of the origi-
nal creation of the universe and humanity, the two perspectives are compared, high-
lighting their points of agreement and divergence, and ultimately demonstrating the
superiority and comprehensiveness of one over the other.

Research Method: The methodology of this study is documentary, and the prob-
lem-solving is conducted through a descriptive-exegetical approach to extract the
Quranic perspective. In the exploratory phase of the verse analysis, both literal
and conceptual search methods were employed, and various verses were collected
and examined based on their implications, from which the Quranic viewpoint on
the subject was inferred. In reporting and analyzing the views of philosophers, a
descriptive-analytical method was used, while the comparison and differentiation
between the Qur’anic and philosophical viewpoints on the subject were conducted
using a comparative—and at times critical—approach.

Findings: The findings of the research indicate that in the Quran, "originality" (ib-
da‘) is used to mean unprecedentedness and the absence of a need for a prior model.
The relevant verses consistently indicate the original creation of the universe and
humanity. However, in philosophical terminology, "originality" refers to the cre-
ation of something without the need for pre-existing matter or time. The logical
relationship between the Qur’anic concept of originality and its technical meaning
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among prominent philosophers is one of generality and specificity, with the
Qur’anic concept being more comprehensive, encompassing the creation
of entities preceded by matter. Philosophers do not agree on the originality
of the creation of the universe and humanity; some consider the creation
of the material world or the non-material world to be original. Therefore,
most philosophers do not regard the creation of humanity as original. Only
those philosophers who view originality as the bestowal of existence by
God consider the existence of the universe and humanity to be original.
Most philosophers regard the matter of human creation as original but con-
sider the creation of the human body to be from pre-existing elements. In
contrast, the Qur’an, unlike the prevailing philosophical view, asserts that
the creation of the human body is also original. The Quranic perspective
differs from that of philosophers in two key points: first, the Qur’an explic-
itly states the originality of the creation of the universe and clearly indi-
cates the originality of human creation, whereas the philosophers' view on
the originality of human creation is ambiguous. Second, according to the
Quran, the creation of material entities is original, whereas the majority of
the prominent philosophers do not consider it to be so. The issues faced
by philosophers include a lack of consensus on the instances of original
creation and the use of the term "originality" in a non-literal sense without
contextual indicators.

Final Conclusion: For the creation of humanity from matter, the Quran
does not use the Arabic term "bada"" or its derivatives; however, it employs
synonymous terms such as "insha’(bringing into being), " "ibd'a’(origi-
nation)", "fatr," (primordial creation) and "khalq" (creation) which, in the
presence of other contextual indicators, signify a mode of creative origi-
nation. Divine creation, according to the Qur’an, is not contingent upon a
pre-existing matter or substrate; rather, God brings things into existence ex
nihilo ("from nothing"). From the Qur’anic perspective, both the creation
of the universe and the creation of the human being—whether in terms of
the spiritual or the physical dimension—are considered acts of origination.
This is because human creation, either in terms of the combination of mat-
ter and form or solely in terms of form, does not require a prior blueprint,
and the spiritual dimension is not dependent on any primordial material.
Moreover, in light of its unprecedented nature, human creation is consid-
ered a unique act of origination even among the various forms of divine
creation.

Keywords: Creation, Origination of the World, Origination of the Human
Being, the Qur’an and Origination, Philosophers and Origination
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This study aims to examine and compare the theory of mono-
theistic politics as presented by Seyyed Qutb and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli. The re-
search seeks to identify and extract the similarities and differences between the two
viewpoints to reach a desirable model of monotheistic politics for an Islamic soci-
ety. In Islam, politics—as well as other practical aspects of human life—revolve
around the principle of monotheism (Tawhid) and must serve to guide humanity
toward the heights of divine unity. This is because the political systems and princi-
ples of individuals and societies are founded upon their worldviews and intellectual
perspectives. The monotheist and the monotheistic society, based on Qur’anic vers-
es, recognize sovereignty and governance as belonging solely to God and construct
their political principles and system on the foundation of monotheism. In contrast,
the polytheist and the atheistic society base their political principles on materialism,
the pursuit of greater benefit, and dominance over others by any means.

Research Methodology: This study uses a library-based method and adopts an
analytical-comparative approach to examine the religious and exegetical texts of
Seyyed Qutb as a Sunni scholar and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli as a Shi‘i scholar. The
study identifies and extracts the similarities and differences in their theories, both in
their viewpoints and in their underlying foundations.

Findings: Seyyed Qutb and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli share views in certain areas,
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such as the comprehensiveness of religion, the flow of monotheistic belief
through all practical aspects of human life, and the mutual influence of hu-
man domains on one another, as well as the idea that the root of politics lies
in a monotheistic worldview. However, there are fundamental differences
in some issues. Ayatollah Javadi Amoli explains the unity in belief and
diversity in action through the concepts of the arc of descent and the arc
of ascent. He maintains not only the effect of belief on action but also the
reciprocal effect of action on belief, with ethics mediating between the two.
He presents this view clearly and systematically. In contrast, Seyyed Qutb
refers to the manifestation of monotheism in laws and actions but does not
address the nature of this manifestation or the reasons for unity and diver-
sity. He also does not explain the reciprocal relationship between belief,
ethics, and action or the mediating role of ethics between belief and action,
which indicates a shortcoming in the analysis and explanation of his theory.

Conclusion: The foundation and basis of all human orientations in life are
rooted in one’s beliefs and convictions. Intellectual perspective and belief
play the highest role in shaping and nurturing a person’s ideological sys-
tem and political policies. Therefore, the human ideological and political
system is a product of one’s thinking and belief and a derivative of one’s
worldview. Islam is a comprehensive religion encompassing all aspects
of human life and provides laws, regulations, commands, and practices
for each of these aspects, based on a monotheistic worldview. One of the
most important practical areas of human life is the domain of politics and
governance, which lies within the scope of Islam’s monotheistic guidance.
Thus, monotheistic politics and governance are contingent upon monothe-
istic belief. Monotheism flows into and is manifested through action; and
if someone is a monotheist, their political behavior and governmental laws
must align with their monotheistic worldview and belief. Consequently,
every law and regulation in Islam has its roots in monotheistic beliefs. All
dimensions and domains of human life are intertwined, coordinated, and
interconnected. Beliefs influence actions, and actions influence perspec-
tives and beliefs. Politics affects economics, culture, security, education,
and health—and vice versa.

Keywords: Politics, Tawhid, Monotheistic Politics, Seyyed Qutb, Ayatol-
lah Javadi Amoli
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Detailed Abstract
Research objective: The present article offers a comparative examination of the
views of two prominent Islamic thinkers regarding the interpretation of Qur’anic
verses related to the creation of the first human being. The study analyzes and eval-
uates the perspective of Misbah Yazdt as a representative of traditional exegetes,
and that of Rashid Rida as a representative of rationalist interpreters influenced by
empirical sciences.

Research Method: The research employs a descriptive-analytical method, and the
data has been gathered through library research. In this method, key concepts and
Qur’anic verses related to the topic were first identified, followed by a compara-
tive analysis of the perspectives of the two scholars. The use of credible exegetical
sources and relevant scholarly works enabled a precise comparative study and pro-
vided greater depth to the analysis.

Findings: According to the findings, Rashid Rida, influenced by the theory of evo-
lution, has attempted to align Qur’anic verses with this theory. He believes that the
Qur’an does not explicitly discuss the method of human creation, and some verses can
be interpreted in a way consistent with evolutionary theory. By presenting an allegorical
interpretation of creation narratives, Rashid Rida justifies his stance and denies the no-
tion of Adam (PBUH) as the father of humanity. He argues that verses related to human
creation can have multiple interpretations that align with contemporary scientific and
historical findings. From his perspective, the Qur’an speaks in a manner that does not
conflict with the theory of evolution and can be reconciled with it.

In contrast, Misbah Yazdi, relying on the apparent meanings of the Qur’an and tra-
ditional interpretative principles, considers the theory of evolution an unproven hy-
pothesis that cannot serve as a basis for interpreting the Qur’anic text. He believes
that the Qur’an clearly refers to the independent and direct creation of the first
human from clay. Specifically, verse 59 of Qur’an 3 and verses 7 and § of Qur’an
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32 are cited as evidence for the miraculous creation of Adam (PBUH). He
emphasizes that the Qur’an’s language is realistic, entirely aligned with
external reality, and grounded in the principles of rational discourse.

The analysis of the factors contributing to these divergent views reveals
that interpretive principles, styles, and the degree of influence from empir-
ical sciences play a crucial role in Qur’anic interpretation. Rashid Reza’s
approach, characterized by an emphasis on empirical sciences and an al-
legorical view of Qur’anic stories, results in a more flexible but less rig-
orous interpretation. Conversely, Misbah Yazdi’s reliance on the apparent
meanings of verses and the authoritative nature of the Qur’an’s language
leads to a more robust interpretation aligned with traditional Islamic prin-
ciples. Differences in the use of interpretative evidence, such as contextual
clues, authentic narrations, and Qur’anic indications, significantly impact
the conclusions drawn by these two scholars.

Rashid Rida interprets the term “nafs wahida” (a single soul) as “human
essence,” which can be compatible with the theory of evolution. He main-
tains that Qur’anic verses in this regard are ambiguous and open to var-
ious interpretations. However, Misbah Yazdi considers “nafs wahida” to
Adam (PBUH), asserting that all humans descend from him and his spouse.
Through a detailed analysis of the context of relevant verses, such as those
in Qur’an 3, 32, and Qur’an 2, he demonstrates that the creation of the first
human was independent and miraculous.

The article also explores how differences in utilizing interpretative evi-
dence, such as authentic narrations and principles of rational discourse,
shape these scholars’ conclusions. Misbah Yazdi uses narrations related
to the occasion of revelation as valid interpretative tools and underscores
the methodological differences between his approach and Rashid Rida’s.
In contrast, Rashid Rida incorporates historical narrations and allegorical
interpretations to frame his perspective within a rationalist and scientific
context.

Result: In conclusion, this comparative analysis reveals that Misbah
Yazdi’s interpretation, due to its coherent principles, precise application of
interpretative rules, and appropriate use of evidence, demonstrates greater
consistency and strength. In contrast, Rashid Rida’s perspective, despite
its innovation in addressing contemporary issues, is less precise due to ex-
cessive reliance on empirical sciences and allegorical readings. This study
highlights the importance of foundational principles and methodology in
providing an accurate and reliable interpretation of sacred texts. Further-
more, the findings suggest that traditional interpretative methods, especial-
ly in addressing topics such as the creation of the first human, are more
capable of offering comprehensive interpretations aligned with Qur’anic
teachings.

Keywords: Human Creation, Rashid Rida, Misbah Yazdi, Evolution of
Species, Tafsir al-Manar — Scientific Exegesis
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective: One of the unique characteristics of the Holy Qur'an is its
reference to various phenomena at a time when many scientific disciplines had yet
to be discovered. These include descriptions of natural events such as wind and
rain, entities like the sea, the earth, iron, and plant fertilization, as well as the stages
of human creation. These references are collectively considered manifestations of
the Qur’an’s scientific miraculousness (i'jaz ‘ilm). This study focuses on one spe-
cific aspect of this scientific miracle: the stages of human creation as discussed in
several Qur’anic verses. On the other hand, among the various methods employed
in interpreting the Qur'an, the scientific exegesis approach is the only one that de-
liberately engages with such verses. It is worth noting that some Qur’anic exegetes,
particularly classical ones, do not acknowledge the concept of scientific miracles in
the Qur’an and consequently do not adopt the scientific exegetical method. This re-
search, however, sets aside such views and instead focuses on exegetes who accept
both the notion of scientific miraculousness and the scientific exegetical method.
Interestingly, even among those who share this approach, there exist significant
differences in interpretation when it comes to the verses on human creation. These
discrepancies suggest that beyond the exegetical method itself, other critical factors
influence the outcome, such as the exegete’s theological perspective, their familiar-
ity with contemporary scientific developments, their comprehensive understanding
of the Qur'an, and their attentiveness to the textual context of the verses. To explore
these interpretive differences, this study selects one Shi‘i and one Sunni Qur’an-
ic exegete: Ayatollah Makarim Shirazi, author of Tafsir Nemiineh, and Shaykh
Tantawt, author of Tafsir al-Jawahir. The objective is a comparative examination of
their interpretations of the stages of human creation. The significance of this topic
extends beyond empirical sciences into religious disciplines, particularly Qur’anic
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exegesis, given the explicit mention of human creation in various Qur’anic
verses.

Given the centrality of interpretive methodology in understanding the
Qur’an, this research focuses on comparing how the two aforementioned
Qur’anic exegetes engage with the scientific verses related to human cre-
ation. Ayatollah Makarim’s approach to scientific verses is characterized by
the application of science to understand the Qur'an, rather than deriving sci-
ence from the Qur'an. In contrast, Shaykh Tantawi’s methodology centers
on extracting scientific knowledge directly from the Qur'an.

Research Methodology: This study employs a descriptive-comparative
approach. Initially, the interpretations of Ayatollah Makarim and Shaykh
Tantaw1 in Tafsir Nemiineh and Tafsir al-Jawahir respectively are ana-
lyzed. Their views are then compared to identify points of similarity and
difference.

Findings: The study reveals that the two Qur’anic exegetes share similar
views on some terms such as “tumniin” and “‘alaq”; however, in most ar-
eas—including the creation of Hazrat Adam and Eve from clay, ma’ dafiq
(gushing fluid), nutfah amshaj (mixed sperm-drop), and the concepts of
mukhalagqah (formed) and ghayr mukhalaqqah (unformed) embryo—they
differ significantly. The main source of these differences lies in their respec-
tive exegetical methodologies. Ayatollah Makarim’s approach involves em-
ploying established scientific findings to explain the Qur’an while empha-
sizing the context of verses and scientific credibility. Shaykh Tantawi, on
the other hand, seeks to extract scientific knowledge from the Qur’an, often
elaborating in detail and including personal reflections, sometimes without
regard to the contextual flow of the verses. Another feature of Tafsir al-
Jawahir is its reliance on unverified scientific theories, such as Darwin’s
theory of evolution, which further distinguishes it from Tafsir Nemtneh.

Conclusion: The study concludes that the use of a valid and accurate sci-
entific methodology can help clarify general statements in the Qur’an, aid
in the interpretation of scientific verses, and unveil aspects of the Qur’an’s
scientific miraculousness. Conversely, reliance on unreliable scientific
methods may obscure the intended meaning and diminish the illuminating
nature of the Qur’an. This research can serve as a valuable resource for
scholars interested in the intersection of empirical science and Qur’anic
exegesis.

Keywords: Qur’anic Inimitability, Scientific Exegesis, Stages of Human
Creation, Tafsir Nemiineh, Tafsir al-Jawahir
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This study aims to investigate the reasons behind the selection
and arrangement of the divine attributes at the beginning of Surah al-Nas [Qur’an
114]. This is based on the understanding that divine wisdom renders every lexical
employment in the Qur’anic discourse meaningful. It is evident that God, the Wise,
who possesses numerous blessed names and attributes, has purposefully employed
the three attributes “Lord (Rabb),” “God (Ilah)” and “King (Malik)” in this Surah.
One of the important elements in human lifestyle is belief, and undoubtedly, the
arrangement of words and divine attributes in the Qur’an can influence individu-
als’ perspectives, inclinations, and actions. Accordingly, analyzing the causes of the
selection and ordering of words in the verses of the Holy Qur’an can yield guiding
insights for human guidance.

Research Methodology: This study has been conducted through a library-based
method, and the data were analyzed using a descriptive-analytical approach. Initial-
ly, over 120 authoritative Qur’anic exegeses from both Shia and Sunni traditions,
spanning from the early Islamic centuries to the contemporary period, were selected
and studied. Relevant points regarding the opening verses of Surah al-Nas were
extracted from them. The data were then categorized and analyzed concerning the
two main aspects of the research question: the reasons behind the selection of these
three divine names and attributes, and the reasons for their specific ordering.

Findings: The findings of this study reveal that with the shift in the initial audiences
of the Qur’an and the development of societies and sciences, Qur’anic exegesis
experienced transformations, leading to the addition of interpretative views and an
engagement with new dimensions of Qur’anic knowledge. Reviewing the Qur’anic
exegeses of both schools of thought from the early centuries to the modern period
shows a gradual increase in attention to the selection and arrangement of the three
divine attributes “Rabb,” “Malik,” and “Ilah” in Surah al-Nas [Qur’an 114]. From
the sixth century onwards, due to scientific exchange with other regions and the el-
evation of audience inquiries, the number of Qur’anic exegetes seeking answers to
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such questions increased. Observing the cultural context of Islamic societ-
ies in analyzing the development of interpretive attention to the mentioned
verses is considered an appropriate method for understanding exegetical
approaches.

The analysis of exegetical views indicates that, due to the significance of
hidden evils and their crucial role in human perfection, the three divine
attributes—"“Rabb,” “Malik,” and “Ilah”—which correspond to essential
spheres of human life, were selected. These attributes not only respond to
the innate call within humans but also remind them of God's constant pow-
er, sovereignty, and grace, thereby fostering and enhancing the motivation
to seek refuge in Him. However, Satan, through misleading responses to
this innate call, seeks to divert humans from the dangers of these hidden
evils and to present a deceptive image of false lords, kings, and deities, to
mislead them into seeking help from such entities, ultimately rendering
their efforts ineffective.

Qur’anic exegetes generally regard the current arrangement of the three
attributes in Surah al-Nas as reflecting divine wisdom aimed at using famil-
iar human concepts to facilitate understanding. Moreover, given the align-
ment of this order with the gradual process of human material and spiritual
development—both from an intellectual and mystical standpoint—there
exists an inherent acceptance in humans of the presence of a divine bene-
factor and guide throughout all stages of life. This, once again, supports
seeking refuge in the sole omnipotent and generous Being to intelligently
confront hidden evils. Another significant point is the emphasis on the step-
wise relationship between these attributes, suggesting that they function
complementarily to exert a complete influence on human life. Just as a per-
son realizes that to witness the effect of something, it must be followed by
another element, so too does he comprehend that accepting divine Lordship
alongside acknowledging God's sovereignty and kingship yields quantita-
tive and qualitative impact. Furthermore, recognizing God's kingship and
sovereignty, coupled with the acceptance of His divinity, effectively guides
one in the proper management of hidden evils.

Conclusion: Among the reasons for the selection of the three attributes
“Rabb,” “Malik,” and “Ilah” in this Surah are the critical nature of hid-
den evils, responding to the innate human call, fostering and enhancing the
motivation to seek divine refuge, and preventing deviation in the path of
seeking protection. Additionally, the reasons behind the specific order of
these three attributes can be attributed to their relevance to ordinary hu-
man life, their alignment with the gradual process of material and spiritual
growth, and the complementary function of each attribute as influenced by
its predecessor.

Keywords: Ilah, Surah al-Nas, Rabb, Divine Attributes, Malik, Sunni and
Shi'i exegeses
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: The central issue of this study is to examine the validity of
James Bellamy’s claim concerning the Arabic word jibt. By utilizing the viewpoints
of both Sunni and Shi‘i Qur’anic exegetes along with linguistic principles, the accu-
racy or inaccuracy of Bellamy’s assertion can be determined. Through precise aca-
demic analysis and recourse to Qur’anic lexicons, Qur’anic exegeses, and historical
records, the fallacy and inadequacy of Bellamy’s assumption can be demonstrated.
This reveals that the most accurate and effective terms and expressions are those
authentically found in the Qur’an and its conventional orthography. Replacing such
terms yields no result other than supporting the notion of verbal distortion in the
Qur’an. Furthermore, Bellamy’s theory aligns with his presuppositions and paral-
lels with the scriptures of the Bible and the Torah, but cannot be fully applied to the
Qur’an. It must be noted that Bellamy’s views are not entirely in agreement with the
Muslim discourse on orthographic irregularities.

Research Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodol-
ogy with a critical approach, involving the collection and analysis of relevant data
to examine Bellamy’s reformist view regarding the word jibt.

Findings: The findings reveal that no alteration or distortion has occurred con-
cerning this word that would necessitate emendation. Bellamy’s perspective lacks
credibility due to its reliance on the assumption that the Qur’an is comparable to
the previous scriptures and due to its incompatibility with the historical facts of the
Qur’an’s transmission, its oral mutawatir nature, and the foundational principles of
Islamic and linguistic thought as upheld by Muslim exegetes and lexicographers.
Various interpretations have been offered by lexicographers, exegetes, and tradi-
tionists regarding the word jibt, including meanings such as idol, magician, magic,
soothsayer, Iblis, Satan, polytheism, a certain Jewish scholar, a group of Jewish
scholars, disbeliever, obstinate opponent, and anything or anyone obeyed in dis-
obedience to God. Therefore, the meaning of jibt cannot be confined to any one of
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these alone. It may refer to any object of worship other than God or any-
thing set in opposition to Him in acts of worship. As shown, Qur’anic ex-
egetes and lexicographers differ only in the origin, meaning, and referents
of jibt, which is an accepted type of scholarly divergence; however, there is
no disagreement among them concerning the reading, orthography, or any
scribal error regarding this term. Thus, no modification has occurred, and
the expression used in the Qur’an and the standard orthographic traditions
is correct and meaningful.

Conclusion: The words used in the Qur’an are authentic and original, and
based on Islamic principles (especially the doctrine of non-distortion), any
replacement is inadmissible. Bellamy’s proposals to substitute, add, or re-
move words—often resulting from his assumptions and personal interpre-
tations—are inaccurate and invalid, especially concerning specific Qur’an-
ic terms like jibt. Moreover, Bellamy’s reliance on alleged errors by certain
Qur’anic exegetes and Companions in understanding Qur’anic meanings
lacks the precision and credibility needed to critique the Qur’anic text. Se-
mantic disagreements among Muslim scholars concerning meanings and
concepts of Qur’anic vocabulary are widely accepted and do not, by them-
selves, indicate scribal errors or verbal distortion. The oral transmission
of the Qur’an and the precedence of recitation overwriting are among the
most significant historical considerations negating the possibility of such
distortions. Since the Qur’an has been transmitted word for word through
continuous oral recitation, Qur’anic recitation (Qira’ah) holds a distinct
status in Islamic tradition—an aspect overlooked in Bellamy’s studies.

Keywords: Bellamy’s critical method, Jibt, Sunni and Shi‘i exegetes,
James Bellamy, Orientalists
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Detailed Abstract

Purpose of the Research: The present study seeks to criticize the views of the Shia
and Sunni Qur’anic exegetes on the type of divorce after the oath of abstinence
('T1a’) in verses 226 and 227 of Surah Al-Bagarah. The oath of abstinence (‘'11a")
was one of the challenges of living together in the pre-Islamic Arab era, committed
by men to harm women. Therefore, the Holy Qur’an promulgated laws against it so
that women could gain their rightful value and rights in society. Given the impor-
tance of this issue as an interpretative, jurisprudential, and legal challenge to wom-
en in today's society, it is necessary to determine the type of divorce that occurred
in the oath of abstinence ('Ila’). Is it considered irrevocable, so that the man has
no right of recourse, or is it considered a revocable divorce, which leaves the man
with the right of recourse? Re-examining the issue of the type of divorce in the oath
of abstinence ('T1a’) from the perspective of the Qur’anic verses and delving into
the functions and goals of divorce in the Qur’an can resolve unknown dimensions
and doubts surrounding this issue and explain the correct perspective of the Holy
Qur’an in this regard. In this way, the rights and duties of each man and woman in
such problems can be explained and many of the tyrannies and rebellions of some
men in the family system in today's society can be prevented.

Research Method: To conduct this research, library and documentary methods
were used to collect research data. In addition, the descriptive-analytical method is
used for converting the collected data into information and to reach the desired out-
comes. First, the opinions of the Qur’anic exegetes were collected from the reliable
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exegetical sources of both the Shia and the Sunni. Thereafter, the opinions
raised regarding the research topic were criticized for using content analy-
sis, relying on Qur’anic, narrative, and literary evidence, as well as citing
Shia and Sunni exegetical and jurisprudential sources.

Findings: The findings of this study show that the view of realizing irrevo-
cable divorce after the oath of abstinence ('T1a’) faces challenges because
the argument based on the contrast between the expressions "they return"
and " they resolve upon divorce " in the Qur’anic verses is incomplete. On
the other hand, divorce after the oath of abstinence (‘I1a’) is outside the
realm of irrevocable divorce. In addition, in contrast to the hadiths indi-
cating irrevocable divorce, there are conflicting hadiths that this group of
hadiths does not have the authority to resist. The view that the realization
of revocable divorce is based on the principle of revocability also does not
seem accurate, because the argument based on this principle depends on
the absence of reason to the contrary. While the cases covered by irrevo-
cable divorce are ignored in the issue of the oath of abstinence ('T1a"), the
possibility of such conditions being fulfilled is not ruled out. According to
the chosen view, the verse in question and the narrations interpreting it are
applicable; therefore, the aforementioned divorce is absolute and must be
considered in detail. This means that divorce after the oath of abstinence
('TIa’) can be irrevocable or revocable, depending on conditions such as the
woman's minor age, the number of divorces, and the woman's payment of
donations and ransom.

Final result: Finally, this research shows that the divorce mentioned in the
verse in question and the narrations interpreting it is applicable and the is-
sue should be considered in detail. This means that divorce after the oath of
abstinence ('Tla’) can be irrevocable or revocable, depending on conditions
such as the woman's minor age, the number of divorces, and the woman's
payment of donations and ransom. This research can be cited as a reliable
source for researchers in the field of studying the type of divorce in the oath
of abstinence (’I1a’), to explain the correct view of the Holy Qur’an in this
field and to explain the rights and duties of each man and woman in such
problems, and as a result, important effects can be achieved in improving
the legal conditions of women in today's civil society.

Keywords: The Oath of Abstinence ('Tla’), Irrevocable Divorce (Talaq
Ba’in), Revocable Divorce (Talaq Raj‘T), Verses 2:226-227 of al-Baqar-
ah, Verses of Rulings (Ayat al-Ahkam), Qur’anic Jurisprudence (Figh al-
Qur’an), Family Law
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective: This article conducts a comparative study of the Quranic
hermeneutical method known as the "Quran-by-Quran exegetical method" in two
prominent Qur’anic exegeses: Tafsir al-Mizan by Allamah Tabatabai and Tafsir
al-Furqan by Ayatollah Sadiqt Tehrani. Although both exegetes employed the Qu-
ran-by-Quran method, their interpretive outcomes in certain cases differ and at
times, contradict one another. The primary aim of this research is to address the
following questions:
- Are the interpretive results of these two exegetes consistent despite their shared
methodology?
- What are the points of convergence and divergence between these two exegeses in
interpreting specific verses?
- On what exegetical foundations and interpretive styles are these differences based?

Research Methodology: This study adopts a comparative and analytical approach
to examine the Tafsir al-Mizan and the Tafsir al-Furqan. For this purpose, Qur’anic
verses related to women (namely verses 222 and 223 of Surah Al-Baqgarah and vers-
es 34 and 128 of Surah An-Nisa) were selected as case studies. The interpretations
of these verses in both al-Mizan and al-Furqan were meticulously analyzed word
by word. The analysis focused on identifying points of convergence and divergence
in interpretive methods, the use of similar verses, attention to variant readings
(qira’at), and interpretive outcomes.

Research Findings:

- Points of Convergences: Both exegetes utilize the Quran-by-Quran method and
acknowledge the role of hadith alongside the Quran in interpretation. Additionally,
both exegetes address social and jurisprudential issues and maintain independence
from the opinions of other commentators.

- Points of Divergences: Significant differences are observed in the interpretive
styles and outcomes of the two exegetes. For instance, Allamah Tabatabat places
greater emphasis on the context of the verses, while Sadiqt Tehrant maximizes the
lexical potential of the words. Furthermore, Sadiqi Tehrani presents unique and,
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at times, unconventional jurisprudential opinions that are absent in Tafsir
al-Mizan.

- Interpretation of the Verses: In interpreting verses related to women, no-
table differences emerge between the two exegeses. For example, in in-
terpreting verse 222 of Surah Al-Baqarah, Allamah Tabatabal views the
isolation of women during menstruation as a prohibition on sexual inter-
course, whereas Sadiqi Tehrant extends this prohibition to include any form
of physical intimacy, including touching and stimulation. Similarly, in in-
terpreting verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa, both exegetes affirm the guardianship
of men over women, but Sadiqi Tehrani conditions this guardianship on the
man's ability to fulfill his responsibilities.

Final Conclusion: This article sought to examine the Quran-by-Quran in-
terpretive method and demonstrate that, although contemporary exegetes
such as Allamah Tabatabal and Ayatollah Sadiqt Tehrant are proponents of
this method, their shared methodology does not lead to identical interpre-
tive outcomes. In many cases, their interpretations diverge or even contra-
dict each other, addressing the first research question.

The second research question was answered by examining four verses re-
lated to women, highlighting the points of convergence and divergence
between the two exegetes. Reiterating these findings would unnecessarily
extend the discussion.

Regarding the third research question, it can be concluded that while the
foundational principles of both exegetes are largely similar, differences in
their application lead to divergent conclusions. For example, Sadiqi Teh-
ranT's approach includes: maximizing the lexical potential of Qur’anic
words, occasionally presenting jurisprudential opinions without detailed
reasoning, placing greater emphasis on variant readings (qira’at), Attention
to the different meanings of synonymous words in the Qur’an, utilizing
the causes mentioned in certain verses—without examining whether these
causes are sufficient (sufficient cause) or incomplete (incomplete cause)—
and presenting an interpretation based on assuming them to be sufficient
causes, Unique and, at times, unconventional jurisprudential opinions, and
SO on.

Keywords: Methodology of Exegesis, Tafsir al-Mizan, TafSir al-Furgan,
Women in the Qur’an, ‘Allamah Tabataba’1, Ayatullah Sadiqi Tehrant
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This study aims to conduct a comparative analysis of the
exegetical narrations from both Sunni and Shi‘i traditions concerning Strat al-*Asr
[Qur’an 103]. As one of the shortest chapters in the Qur’an, this surah conveys pro-
found and significant themes related to the necessity of faith, righteous action, ex-
hortation to truth, and perseverance. The primary objective is to identify the points
of convergence and divergence between the two schools of thought in interpreting
this Surah—particularly with respect to the context of revelation (shan al-nuzil),
variant readings, and the interpretation of key terms and concepts. Additionally, this
study seeks to present the more substantiated exegetical perspective based on rigor-
ous analysis of relevant narrations, thereby clarifying the role of transmitted reports
in understanding the divine intent behind the verses of the Surah.

Research Methodology: This research employs a descriptive-comparative ap-
proach, incorporating data collection from narrative sources, and analysis of both
the chains of transmission (isnad) and content (matn) of the narrations. It assesses
available contextual evidence to determine their reliability. The study compares
various narrative-based Qur’anic exegeses on Siirat al-*Asr from authoritative Shi‘i
and Sunni sources. Narrations attributed to the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him and his family), the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), the Companions, and
the Followers (Tabi‘lin) are examined with regard to their authenticity and inter-
pretive implications. Both classical and contemporary sources are used to identify
and analyze the key similarities and differences in the interpretive approaches of
the two traditions.

Findings: The findings show that while both Shi‘i and Sunni exegetes agree on the
importance of faith, righteous deeds, enjoining the truth, and perseverance in the
interpretation of this Surah, there are significant differences in their identification of
the referents and meanings of these concepts. Shi‘i Qur’anic exegeses often associ-
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ate Stirat al-*Asr with the time of the reappearance of Imam al-Mahd1 (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) and emphasize the divine guardianship of
Imam “Alf ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him). In contrast, Sunni Qur’anic
exegeses typically regard the Surah as a general admonition to believers,
with figures such as Abl Jahl and Abt Lahab being cited as examples of
those in loss. Regarding the term ‘Asr, Shi‘i exegeses interpret it as a ref-
erence to the era of the Mahd1’s reappearance or a special period in Islamic
history. Sunni exegeses, however, interpret it as time in general, the passage
of ages, or specifically the time of the afternoon prayer. In interpreting the
verse “Indeed, man is in loss”, Shi‘i Qur’anic exegetes attribute this “loss”
primarily to the enemies of the Ahl al-Bayt, while Sunni Qur’anic exegetes
interpret it more generally, applying it to all humanity except those who
believe and do righteous deeds.

Conclusion: This research concludes that although there are areas of
agreement between Sunni and Shi‘i Qur’anic exegeses of Surat al-‘Asr
[Qur’an 103], substantial differences exist, rooted in the theological and
jurisprudential orientations of the two traditions. These differences are evi-
dent not only in lexical and conceptual interpretation but also in identifying
the practical referents of the terms. Ultimately, the study emphasizes that
a deeper understanding of the Qur’anic message necessitates engagement
with a range of narrations and interpretive perspectives, which collectively
contribute to a more comprehensive apprehension of the divine intent.

Keywords: Narration, Sunni and Shi‘a, Shi‘a, Sunni, ‘Asr, Patience, Loss
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective: This research aims to examine the types of applications of the
existing Torah and Gospel in the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an, with the goal
of quantitatively and qualitatively developing the resources for the interpretation of
the Holy Qur’an. The interpretation of historical verses, especially those related to
Christianity and Judaism and their holy scriptures, sometimes necessitates referring
to the Old and New Testaments, or at least referring to them can help in a more
accurate understanding. For example, Islamic sources and even historical sourc-
es alone cannot adequately examine the verses related to the Israelites and their
Prophets or even the nations and Prophets before them, or they face serious lim-
itations and issues. Additionally, the possibility of scholarly examination of verses
that directly pertain to the Torah and the Gospel and their texts cannot be achieved
without referring to the texts of the Torah and the Gospel. Therefore, the main
question is: What applications can be found for the claimed Torah and Gospel in
the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an? Naturally, other preliminary questions arise,
such as: Do these three Qur’anic exegetes fundamentally believe in the distortion
of the Old and New Testaments? Or, is it permissible from their perspective to use
the Old and New Testaments in the interpretation of the Qur’an, which they have
utilized in their interpretations ¢or, like Allamah Tabatabai's approach to narrations,
he has used them for other reasons despite their assertion of their invalidity and
impermissibility?

Research Methodology: This study uses a descriptive-analytical method drawing
upon library resources to compare three Qur’anic Exegeses. The Tafsir of al-Mizan
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and al-AtharT al-Jami‘, as the pioneers of two contemporary Shia exeget-
ical trends, and the Tafsir of al-Furqan, which have made the most use of
the Old and New Testaments, are the focus of this research. In addition,
due to the space limitations of the article and the unfinished status of the
Tafsir al-Athart al-Jami‘ after Surah Al-Baqarah, as well as the presence
of a considerable number of verses related to the Israclites in this blessed
Chapter, Surah Al-Baqarah was chosen as the scope of this research. After
determining the scope, to answer the preliminary questions, the views of
these three Qur’anic exegetes in their various works were examined, and
finally, by extracting the instances of using the Old and New Testaments in
their exegesis books, they were classified and organized.

Research Findings: The results of the research show that despite the seri-
ous differences in the type of distortion of the Old and New Testaments be-
tween Allamah Tabatabai and Ayatollah Sadiqi Tehrani, who believe in the
verbal distortion of the Torah and the Gospel, and Ayatollah Ma’rifat, who
differentiates between the distortion of the original version of the Torah
and the distortion of the existing versions, all three exegetes agree on the
possibility of using the Old and New Testaments in the interpretation of the
Qur’an. They consider the Old and New Testaments at least as a referable
historical source, although they set conditions for it. Ultimately, by examin-
ing the performance of these three Qur’anic exegetes in Surah Al-Baqarah
alone, a total of nine types of applications were identified for the use of the
Old and New Testaments in the interpretation of the Holy Qur’an: "Using
to identify fabrications in Islamic sources, mutual affirmation of the Qur’an
and the Old and New Testaments, refutation against the Old and New Tes-
taments, effort to determine the instances of verses, detailing a historical
process mentioned in the Qur’an, preferring an exegesis opinion, mutual
understanding of narrations and the Old and New Testaments, mutual un-
derstanding of the Qur’an and the Old and New Testaments, understanding
words and their etymology."

Final Conclusion: In addition to accepting the distortion of the Old and
New Testaments in any verbal or semantic form, the possibility and permis-
sibility of using them in the interpretation of the Qur’an were established
in these three Qur’anic exegeses. By reviewing and organizing them, nine
types of applications of the Old and New Testaments in the interpretation
of the Qur’an were identified, which can naturally be completed with more
comprehensive studies in all Surahs of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Comparative exegesis, Tafsir al-Mizan, Tafsir al-Athart al-
Jami‘, Tafsir al-Furqan, the Bible, the Torah, the Gospel
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