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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

One of the highly significant topics in the comparative study of Quranic verses is
the intertextual comparison of Quranic narratives—namely, comparing a narrative
as it appears in one surah with its occurrence in other surahs. For instance, the narra-
tives of Prophet Moses (a.s.), Prophet Abraham (a.s.), Prophet David (a.s.), Prophet
Solomon (a.s.), and others, are repeated in various surahs of the Quran and can be
systematically compared. The present study offers an illustrative instance of such
comparative Quranic analysis by examining the narrative of Prophet Adam (a.s.) in
Surah Sad and Surah Taha. The central research question is: What are the differenc-
es between the narrative of Adam (a.s.) in Surah Sad and Surah Taha, despite their
structural similarities, how do these differences make the two distinct from each
other, and what underlying secret or rationale governs these variations?

To demonstrate the necessity and significance of this inquiry, one must review the
scholarly benefits and theological purposes resulting from this discussion. In the
comparative study of recurrent Quranic narratives—particularly the stories of the
prophets and their tribulations—several key objectives can be identified:
Objectives of Comparative Quranic Narrative Analysis

A. Disclosing the subtle narrative variations across different surahs.

B. Uncovering the relationship between the narratives presented in each surah and
the overarching thematic purpose (gharad) of that specific surah. The underlying
hypothesis is that every narrative—whether concerning a prophet or an entire na-
tion—is framed from a specific perspective that perfectly aligns with and serves the
primary theological theme of the surah in which it is embedded.

C. Providing a foundational framework for utilizing the narrative structures of each
surah to decipher and articulate its overall theological purposes.

D. Addressing the modern and classical skepticism regarding 'repetition’ in the Qu-
ran. A common critique leveled against Quranic narratives is the recurrent nature
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of certain stories across different chapters. Through a rigorous comparative
analysis of these narrative variations, one can demonstrate that these are
not redundant repetitions but purposeful retellings with distinct thematic
functions. Indeed, our hypothesis asserts that no story is identically dupli-
cated in different surahs; thus, literal, redundant repetition does not exist in
the Holy Quran.

E. Reconstructing the chronological sequence and historical phases of
Quranic narratives. This methodological approach was pioneered by Al-
lamah Tabataba'i in his monumental exegesis, Al-Mizan. Throughout his
commentary, under specific narrative units, Allamah Tabataba'i utilizes this
very method of comparative analysis to reconstruct and chronologically
organize the historical timeline of Quranic events.

Research Methodology:

The methodology employed in this study is the standard descriptive-ana-
lytical research method, conducted through a comparative lens. While the
paper adopts a comparative stance, it also utilizes the principles and frame-
works of comparative analysis. Crucial among these principles is the iden-
tification of both shared commonalities and distinctive variations between
the two compared phenomena. The structural rules of comparative analysis
dictate: (1) discovering the exact overlaps and divergences between the
two narratives, (2) moving beyond superficial, outer-level differences to
isolate the fundamental factors driving these narrative variations, and (3)
disclosing the primary underlying catalyst that necessitates these structural
and thematic differences.

Research Findings:

By comparing the story of Adam and Satan in the two surahs Sad and Taha,
the following findings were obtained: The primary narrative axis of Surah
Sad is Satan's sworn resolution to 'mislead all of mankind, except Your
sincere, purified servants (al-ibad al-mukhlasin)." Consequently, Surah Sad
aims to depict the Prophet Muhammad's (s.a.w.) absolute victory over the
Meccan polytheists and the ultimate establishment of his religious and po-
litical sovereignty. Since the expansion of Islamic authority throughout his-
tory opens up extensive opportunities for governance and political power,
the story of Adam in this surah serves as a potent warning to rulers. It
highlights that Satan has sworn to divert all leaders from the righteous path
of divine governance, and that only those leaders who possess absolute
sincerity (ikhlas) are immune to this deception.

Conversely, the central narrative element of the story of Adam in Surah
Taha revolves around 'deception accompanied by the seductive promise of
an everlasting, imperishable kingdom (mulk 1a yabla).' This element is also
in complete harmony with the primary purpose of the Surah, because God
warns in this story that believers must not be deceived by Satan and must
not fall into greed for ruling, which would cause their fall and that of their
community. Other distinct points of the story in Surah Taha are positioned
under the shadow of this main element.



With this analysis, both Surahs Sad and Taha address the critical issue of
politics, governance, and their corresponding ethical vulnerabilities in an
Islamic society. However, they approach this theme from distinct stages:
In Surah Sad, the narrative focuses on the establishment phase of Islamic
sovereignty, establishing the essential qualifications and prerequisites of
legitimate leadership (namely, spiritual sincerity and purification). In Surah
Taha, the narrative addresses the post-establishment phase, offering coun-
sel and warnings to the Prophet's successors and the believers to guard
against the deceptive lure of perpetual power and political hubris, ensuring
that greed does not trigger a catastrophic societal collapse.

Final Conclusion:

From the discussions of this paper, the conclusion is reached that the com-
parative study of stories with a single subject in different surahs yields two
major achievements: One is synergy and completing the chain of stories,
and the other is discovering the relationship between the perspective of
each story and the main theme of the surah. Also, through a comparison
of the narrative elements of the story of Adam (a.s.) and Satan in the two
surahs, we find that from a content perspective, the main element distin-
guishing the story of Adam in Surah Sad is sincerity (ikhlas), establishing
the immunity of purified servants of God from Satan's deception and warn-
ing against deviation in the matter of power and governance in the Islamic
community. From the Quran's point of view, only the sincere (mukhlasin)
have competence for governance. Conversely, the main element of the sto-
ry of Adam (a.s.) in Surah Taha is a warning that power-seeking and the
desire for political dominion represent the chief catalysts for human devia-
tion and moral collapse.

Keywords: Comparative study, Story of Adam, Narrative elements, Surah
Sad, Surah Taha
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

This study was conducted with the aim of performing a comparative analysis of
the hermeneutical foundations (mabani), source materials (manabi*), and exegetical
orientations (gerayeshha) of Allameh Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'i in his com-
mentary Al-Mizan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an and Allameh Muhammad Husayn Fadlallah in
his commentary Min Wahy al-Qur'an. It seeks to address the primary research ques-
tion: despite their shared utilization of the "Quran-by-Quran" (tafsir al-Qur'an bi-
al-Qur'an) method, what points of convergence and divergence exist between these
two exegetes across these three domains? Additionally, the secondary research ques-
tions focus on examining their shared and distinct principles, the sources utilized,
their exegetical orientations, and the influence of their social concerns and rational
approaches on their respective commentaries.

Research Methodology:

This study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology, utilizing library-based
research to compare the hermeneutical foundations, source materials, and exegeti-
cal orientations of Allameh Tabataba'i and Allameh Fadlallah, who are among the
most prominent contemporary Shia commentators.

Research Findings:

Exegetical Foundations (Mabani): In the domain of hermeneutical foundations, the
findings indicate that both commentators subscribe to several shared principles,
such as the preservation of the Quran from alteration (‘ismah al-Qur'an min al-
tahrif), the general intelligibility of the verses for the public, the authoritative va-
lidity of the apparent meanings (hujjiyyah al-zawahir), and the acceptance of the
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abrogation (naskh) of certain Quranic rulings.

However, notable differences exist in their perspectives: Tabataba'i views
the inimitability of the Quran (i‘jaz) as comprehensive and multi-faceted,
encompassing eloquence (balaghah), unseen reports (akhbar al-ghayb), and
the absence of internal contradiction, whereas Allameh Fadlallah restricts
the miraculous aspect of the Quran primarily to its expressive (bayani) di-
mension. Furthermore, Allameh Tabataba'i employs exegetical traditions
(riwayat) as corroborating evidence (mu'ayyad), whereas Allameh Fadlal-
lah only accepts traditions that actively facilitate the comprehension and
derivation of meanings from the verses, placing a rigorous emphasis on the
critical evaluation of their chains of transmission (asnad).

Research Findings:

Exegetical Sources (Manabi‘):Regarding exegetical sources, both com-
mentators utilize the Quran as their primary source, alongside the Sunnah,
intellect (‘aql), hadith collections, and preceding commentaries. However,
Allameh Tabataba'i considers the intellect as an independent source in ex-
egesis and draws upon a broader range of narrative sources, including the
Four Books (al-Kutub al-Arba‘ah) of the Shia and the Six Books (al-Sihah
al-Sittah) of the Sunni traditions. In contrast, Allameh Fadlallah treats the
intellect primarily as an instrumental tool for comprehending the Quran
and the Sunnah, and exhibits greater caution in employing hadith narratives
due to concerns regarding potential chains of transmission weakness.

Research Findings:

Exegetical Orientations (Gerayeshha):In terms of exegetical orientations,
both commentators share common social and literary orientations while
avoiding an overly juridical (fighi) approach. Nonetheless, Allameh Taba-
taba'i exhibits a prominent philosophical and theological (kalami) orien-
tation, analyzing theological matters through the lens of philosophical ra-
tionality. Conversely, Allameh Fadlallah lacks a philosophical orientation,
opting instead to emphasize innate/primordial rationality (al-‘aqlaniyyah
al-fitriyyah) in theological analysis. While the social orientation in Al-Mi-
zan is pursued through a balanced approach aligned with Quranic teach-
ings, it is significantly more pronounced in Min Wahy al-Qur'an, which
focuses intensively on contemporary issues and the immediate needs of
modern society, particularly within the dynamic sociopolitical context of
Lebanon.

Research Findings:

Socio-Political Influences: In response to the influence of social and po-
litical concerns, the findings indicate that the serene and scholarly atmo-
sphere of Qom steered Allameh Tabataba'i's commentary toward com-
prehensiveness and systematic balance in philosophical, theological, and
social discussions. Conversely, the turbulent and dynamic environment of
Lebanon directed Allameh Fadlallah's commentary toward practical social
and educational (tarbawi) issues, seeking direct answers to contemporary



exigencies. Furthermore, the divergence in their rational frameworks—
Allameh Tabataba'i's systematic philosophical rationality versus Allameh
Fadlallah's innate rationality—has led to distinct methodologies in their
respective theological and exegetical analyses.

Final Conclusion:

This research demonstrates that despite their shared reliance on the Qu-
ran-by-Quran exegetical methodology, their divergences in foundational
principles (such as the nature of inimitability and the role of traditions),
sources (the role of intellect and the extent of hadith utilization), and orien-
tations (philosophical and theological versus social and educational) stem
primarily from their distinct intellectual anxieties, life environments, and
rational frameworks. These findings contribute to a deeper understanding
of the diversity of exegetical approaches within the Shia tradition and il-
lustrate the profound impact of contextual and environmental factors on
Quranic hermeneutics.

Keywords: Exegetical Principles (mabani), Exegetical Sources (manabi®),
Exegetical Orientations (gerayesh), Quran-by-Quran Hermeneutics, Alla-
meh Tabataba'i, Allameh Fadlallah
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective:
The subject of abrogation (naskh) in the Holy Quran has consistently been one of
the most contentious debates among exegetes and specialists of Quranic sciences.
In this study, the objective is to investigate and analyze the viewpoints of John
Burton, one of the most influential scholars within the Western tradition of Islamic
studies, regarding 'Naskh al-Hukm wa-1-Tilawah' (the simultaneous abrogation of
both ruling and recitation).
Adopting a critical approach, Burton proposes the concept of abrogation—particu-
larly the abrogation of recitation—as a post hoc (retrospective) rationalization for
the loss of certain Quranic texts. He argues that this concept was an attempt by early
classical exegetes to explain theological ambiguities such as the 'Prophet's forget-
fulness' or 'God causing certain verses to be forgotten.'
To substantiate his claim, Burton refers to several Quranic verses and their respec-
tive exegeses, examining texts such as the 'Son of Adam' (Ibn Adam) passage and
the 'Well of Ma'unah' (Bi'r Ma'unah) report as primary case studies. This study,
while presenting a detailed exposition of Burton's arguments, evaluates the strength
and weakness of the narrative (tradition-based) and theological foundations of his
theory, and delineates the impact of this critical viewpoint on contemporary debates
in Quranic sciences.

Research Methodology:

This research employs a descriptive-analytical methodology. First, John Burton's
perspectives regarding the abrogation of both ruling and recitation (Naskh al-Hukm
wa-1-Tilawah) are examined. Subsequently, using qualitative content analysis, his
citations of Quranic verses and associated commentaries are evaluated. Further-
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more, the viewpoints of the exegetes of the two major Islamic schools of
thought (Shia and Sunni) regarding the subject of abrogation are compared
to highlight the strengths and weaknesses of Burton's arguments. This
methodology enables us to achieve a deeper understanding of the mecha-
nisms of Burton's erroneous applications of Quranic verses and their clas-
sical exegeses.

Research Findings:

The findings of this research demonstrate that John Burton's arguments

concerning Naskh al-Hukm wa-1-Tilawah are constructed upon erroneous
citations and imprecise interpretations of Quranic verses. Without taking
into account the historical and cultural contexts of the revelation, he has
formulated analyses that stand in direct opposition to the consensus of
both classical (early) and contemporary (later) exegetes of Shia and Sunni
schools of thought.
For instance, regarding texts such as the 'Son of Adam' and the 'Well of
Ma'unah' which Burton puts forward as examples of 'missing' verses, there
is absolutely no indication of the abrogation of recitation (Naskh al-Til-
awah) associated with them in classical Islamic exegeses. Moreover, the
concept of 'prophetic forgetfulness' that Burton adduces as one of the cat-
alysts for abrogation is presented in Islamic sources in a way that poses no
conflict whatsoever with the preservation of the Quran or the theological
doctrine of prophetic infallibility ('Ismah).

Final Conclusion:

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that John Burton's perspective on
Naskh al-Hukm wa-1-Tilawah is largely predicated upon subjective, per-
sonal interpretations and flawed citations, which fail to align with the view-
points of mainstream Shia and Sunni exegetes. This approach not only fails
to offer a correct understanding of the concept of abrogation in the Quran,
but it also risks reinforcing misconceptions regarding the preservation and
integrity of the Holy Quran. Consequently, it is recommended that Islamic
studies, particularly in the realm of Quranic sciences, rely on authoritative
primary sources and the scholarly consensus of classical and modern exe-
getes to prevent the propagation of such academic misunderstandings.

Keywords: Abrogation, Abrogation of Both Ruling and Recitation, The
Two Sects / Both Schools, The Well of Ma'unah, Son of Adam Verse, In-
fallibility
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

Focusing on one of the most fundamental divine laws (sunan ilahiyyah) in the Holy
Qur'an, namely the law of "the triumph of truth (haqq) over falsehood (batil)," this
study seeks to provide a comparative analysis of this concept in the thought of
two prominent contemporary exegetes: Allamah Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'i
and Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei. The primary research question is to uncov-
er the conceptual similarities and methodological divergences of these two think-
ers regarding the definition (chisti), rationale (charayt), mechanism of realization
(sazokar-e tahaqquq), and the historical and ontological frameworks of this divine
law. This research attempts to demonstrate how differences in philosophical foun-
dations, historical perspectives, and the agency of human beings in divine processes
lead to two complementary yet distinct readings of the law of the triumph of truth
over falsehood, and how these readings can contribute to a dynamic understanding
of history and Islamic civilization in the contemporary era.

Research Methodology:
This study employs a qualitative, descriptive-analytical approach based on a com-
parative content analysis of selected exegetical texts. To execute the comparative

*) This article is derived from the doctoral dissertation of Mr. Mohammad Yousefalitabar.
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exegetical methodology, the following steps were taken: First, data was col-
lected through a meticulous study of Allamah Tabataba'i's Tafsir al-Mizan
and Ayatollah Khamenei's exegetical works (such as his commentaries on
Surahs As-Saff, Al-Hashr, Al-Mujadilah, At-Tawbah, etc.), extracting the
passages relevant to the divine law of the triumph of truth over falsehood.
Second, content analysis was performed to categorize the primary themes,
arguments, and Quranic evidence cited by each exegete. In the comparative
stage, their viewpoints were contrasted based on specific criteria, includ-
ing: the foundational explanation of the triumph of truth, the role of divine
will, the agency of human factors, misconceptions surrounding the triumph
of truth, the types of triumph, the conditions for achieving victory or defeat,
and the distinctiveness of their methodological approaches. This method-
ology enabled the study to preserve absolute fidelity to the source texts
while systematically analyzing the conceptual patterns and methodological
distinctions of the two exegetes.

Research Findings:

The findings indicate that both commentators view the divine law of the tri-
umph of truth over falsehood as a definitive, immutable, and deeply rooted
law within both the existential (takwini) and legislative (tashri‘l) realms.
Both believe that truth—by virtue of its connection to the Divine Essence—
possesses inherent stability and permanence, whereas falsehood—owing to
its lack of ontological grounding—is destined to perish. Their shared views
encompass the ontological explanation of the triumph of truth (the inherent
stability of truth and the transient nature of falsehood), the role of divine
will in guaranteeing victory, and an emphasis on verses such as: "Allah has
decreed: I will surely overcome, I and My messengers" (Qur'an 58:21).
Nevertheless, a fundamental difference lies in their respective analytical
frameworks:

Allamah Tabataba'i, employing a philosophical-ontological approach,
conceptualizes the triumph of truth as an intrinsic law of creation. Using
Quranic metaphors such as water foam (Qur'an 13:17) and the goodly tree
(al-shajarah al-tayyibah) (Qur'an 14:24-25), he explains the instability and
fleeting nature of falsechood. He demonstrates the continuity of this divine
law through the use of present-continuous (mudari®) verbs in Quranic vers-
es (such as Qur'an 42:24), arguing that human skepticism about this law
stems from a short-term, limited perspective.

Conversely, Ayatollah Khamenei, utilizing a historical-sociological ap-
proach, emphasizes human agency in the actualization of this divine law.
He posits that triumph is conditional upon the social action of believers,
striving (mujahadah), piety (taqwa), assisting the cause of religion, and tri-
umphing over one's base desires (hawa al-nafs). In his view, the victory of
truth is a gradual, historical process shaped in the crucible of the contin-
uous struggle between the fronts of truth and falsehood, the realization of
which demands the active presence of human agents on the stage of action.
He examines historical examples, such as the struggles of the prophets,
and analyzes factors of failure such as negligence (ghaflah), lethargy, and



vanity.

The primary divergences lie in Tabataba'i's focus on the existential/cosmic
(takwinT) dimension versus Khamenei's emphasis on human responsibility,
the categorization of victory (intellectual vs. military), and the relationship
of this law to other divine laws (such as purification/tamhis and divine as-
sistance/nasr). This divergence of perspective is rooted in the dominance of
a philosophical-epistemological outlook in Allamah Tabataba'i's exegesis
versus a concrete, socio-political approach in Ayatollah Khamenei's work,
reflecting the distinct historical, intellectual, and practical contexts of their
scholarly lives.

Final Conclusion:

The conclusion of this study indicates that the two examined approaches
are not contradictory, but rather complementary. Allamah Tabataba'i's on-
tological approach provides the solid philosophical foundation and convic-
tion necessary for the belief in the ultimate victory of truth, while Ayatollah
Khamenei's socio-historical approach offers a practical roadmap for actu-
alizing this divine law in individual and social spheres. Consequently, the
divine law of the triumph of truth over falsehood is not merely a passive
divine promise, but an active, strategic framework for faithful action in the
contemporary world. Furthermore, this study proposes that future research
engage in comparative analyses with other contemporary thinkers (such
as Morteza Motahhari or Abdollah Javadi-Amoli) and extract the practical
dimensions of these divine laws for cultural policy-making.

Keywords: Keywords:Ayatollah Khamenei, Comparative Exegesis, Di-
vine Laws (Sunan Ilahiyyah), Law of the Triumph of Truth over Falsehood,
Allamah Tabataba'i.
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

The objective of this study is to investigate the issue of men's nushiiz (marital dis-
cord/recalcitrance) in Verse 128 of Surah An-Nisa by comparing the exegetical per-
spective of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli with that of Allameh Tabarsi. Given that nushiiz
is a highly significant phenomenon affecting the stability and quality of marital life
and the family unit, and its impact on preserving the family foundation is of great
importance, this study seeks to examine this issue across several centuries—span-
ning the time between the compilation of the contemporary exegesis Tasnim and
the classical exegesis Majma' al-Bayan (5th century AH)—in order to compare the
dimensions of attention given to men's nushiiz and the Quranic and interpretive
solutions provided for this phenomenon.

While most scholarship regarding nushiiz revolves around women's nushiiz, inves-
tigating this phenomenon in men, as well as examining the differences in perspec-
tives and solutions offered over several centuries, is one of the main goals of this
research. One of the central concerns of this study was whether a contemporary
social exegesis such as Tasnim differs in its definitional foundations of the word
nushiiz, its angle of vision, and the proposed solutions, compared to an exegesis
written in the fifth century AH.

Research Methodology:
This study employs a descriptive-analytical method. First, the term nushiiz was
investigated in dictionaries and commentaries to examine its literal and technical
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meanings. Subsequently, classical and contemporary exegetical texts con-
cerning Verse 128 and Verse 34 of Surah An-Nisa were studied, and the
general views of commentators were compiled to obtain an overall un-
derstanding of the issue of men's and women's nushiiz and the differences
between these two types of nushiiz. Following this, a meticulous analysis
was conducted on the perspectives of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli and Allameh
Tabarsi regarding these issues, examining the differences in the views of
these two esteemed commentators, as well as the differences in addressing
men's nushiiz between the fifth century AH and the contemporary era.

Research Findings:

Verse 128 of Surah An-Nisa contains four central and pivotal elements:
khawf (fear/apprehension), nushiiz (marital discord/ill-conduct), i'rad
(turning away/aversion), and musalahah (reconciliation/peace-making).
An examination of the literal and technical meanings of these terms reveals
very little difference in opinion between these two esteemed commenta-
tors. One point of divergence is regarding the meaning of the word khawf;
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli interprets this word solely to mean "supposition"
(conjecture/suspicion), whereas Allameh Tabarsi also considers the mean-
ing of "certainty" for it.

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli relates nushiiz to marital relations and attributes
i'rad to emotional coldness in the relationship. Allameh Tabarsi regards
nushiiz as oppression/injustice (stamy) toward the wife, and defines i'rad as
the same coldness and withdrawal of the husband from the wife. However,
neither commentator provides a comprehensive and exclusive definition of
men's nushiiz under this verse, and no distinct point or solution has been
articulated despite the centuries separating these two commentaries. Fur-
thermore, the threefold solution proposed for women's nushiiz in Verse 34
of Surah An-Nisa cannot be applied to men's nushiiz due to the husband's
role of guardianship (qawamiyyah), position, and authority in the family.

Final Conclusion:

The discussion on men's nushiiz in its exegetical dimension, even in the
commentary of Ayatollah Javadi Amoli—which is a modern commen-
tary largely attentive to contemporary society and newly emerging issues
(masa'il al-mustahdathah)—has not entered into new territory. Even under
current circumstances in Islamic society, where the discussion of men's and
women's nushiiz has become somewhat more prominent, no new insights
or distinct solutions have been offered. This indicates that the case-by-case
(practical/exemplary) investigation of men's nushiiz remains one of the ne-
glected aspects in contemporary and social Quranic exegeses.

Keywords: Verse 128 of Surah An-Nisa, Husband's Nushiiz (Marital Dis-
cord), Javadi Amoli, Tabarsi
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

The objective of this research is to investigate the Qur'anic narrative of the trials of
Prophet Job (PBUH) and compare it with the Holy Scriptures. In the Old Testament
section of the Bible, a specific and independent book named the "Book of Job" is
dedicated to the narrative of his life, sufferings, and trials. This book, in terms of
content, exhibits certain commonalities as well as divergences with the Qur'anic
narrative of his life. In the exegetical narrations compiled under the verses related
to him, traces of Isra'iliyyat (Judeo-Christian traditions) can be observed—particu-
larly within Sunni narrations—which warrant rigorous investigation and analysis.

Research Method:

To conduct this research, a descriptive-analytical method has been employed. First,
the text of the Book of Job from the Old Testament was examined and analyzed,
followed by a comparative study with the verses of the Holy Qur'an and the exe-
getical narrations of both major Islamic sects (Fariqayn). The exegetical narrations
were further scrutinized and analyzed based on the criteria of narration acceptance
(hadith evaluation).

Research Findings:

The findings of this research demonstrate that the image of Prophet Job (PBUH)
presented in the Holy Qur'an—as a divine prophet and a grateful, patient servant
in the face of God's trials—differs substantially from his portrayal in the Old Tes-
tament. In the Old Testament, Job is not depicted as a prophet, but rather as a
righteous servant of God who undergoes divine trials; however, he lacks patience,
frequently complaining and lamenting. Furthermore, his people treat him poorly,
and he is ultimately forced to live in the city's garbage dump due to his illness.
Unfortunately, certain exegetical narrations, particularly those transmitted through

Received: 2025/05/07 ; Received in revised from: 2025/08/19 ; Accepted: 2025/10/21 ; Published online: 2025/12/18

How to cite: Khalili Ashtiani, Somayyeh 1404SH): ' A Comparative Critique of the Story of Prophet Job
(PBUH) in the Old Testament and the Holy Qur'an: With an Emphasis on the Exegetical Narrations of Both
Sects (Farigayn) ', journals Comparative Interpretation Studies,10(20), P134-159,
https://doi.org/10.22034/csq.2025.520016.1551

©2025/ Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights. Published by: Department of Qur'anic Exegesis and Sciences

& cis.quran.ac.ir
T


https://www.olomquran.ir/
http://cis.quran.ac.ir
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9909-4232
mailto:sh.khalili%40iau.ac.ir?subject=
https://doi.org/10.22034/csq.2025.520016.1551

ey 9 B

1 Sy oyl giaalad

Sl e ) &

9 m2S N 3 (0

(O

=

193 Syl OUlg,y

(ol

> Jle

p: AJLM'A

Yo :u_‘ol:.'a
Ols) 5 5l
V&

Yo

Sunni sources, closely mirror the Old Testament accounts; these do not
align with the established criteria for narration acceptance and are classi-
fied as Isra'iliyyat traditions.

Final Conclusion:

This study demonstrates that despite various commonalities between the
narratives of the Holy Qur'an and the Bible, the Bible has undergone multi-
ple revisions, and since significant portions of it are not of divine origin, it
has suffered from distortion (tahrif). This has resulted in notable discrepan-
cies compared to the Qur'an's narrative. In this research, despite the mutual
recognition by both the Old Testament and the Holy Qur'an of Prophet
Job (PBUH) as a righteous, good servant of the Lord who is tried through
divine tribulations (such as the loss of his children, wealth, and health),
substantial divergences emerge.

In the Qur'anic verses, Job does not become an object of aversion to his
community due to his illness, nor does he utter complaints or laments against
the Almighty during his trials. On the contrary, due to his profound patience
under these hardships and his refusal to complain, Job (PBUH) is praised and
remembered as an exemplary, grateful servant ('Abdan Shakura).
Furthermore, the exegetical narrations that entered Islamic tradition
through Sunni channels bear a striking resemblance to the Old Testament
text. These are unacceptable as they contradict other Qur'anic verses, the
doctrine of the infallibility of the prophets ('ismah), and the theological phi-
losophy underlying the sending of prophets. They also conflict with other
reliable narrations regarding Prophet Job (PBUH). Moreover, due to their
reliance on a common narrator, Wahb ibn Munabbih—who is deemed un-
trustworthy from a biographical (rijal) perspective—these narrations are
identified as Isra'iliyyat and are rejected.

In the exegetical narrations regarding the verses of Prophet Job (PBUH)
transmitted through the Imams of the Ahl al-Bayt (PBUH) [Shia sources],
any claims of him being afflicted with a repulsive disease that caused his
people to loathe him, his banishment to the city's garbage dump, or ac-
counts of worms feeding on his body, are completely and unequivocally
rejected.

Keywords: Holy Scriptures, Old Testament, Qur'an, Job (PBUH), Divine
Trial, Isra'iliyyat.
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective:
This study conducts a comparative analysis of the psychological reading of Qura-
nic verses within the framework of Karen Armstrong’s hermeneutics and Islamic

'C:Je‘j.-\frg theological exegesis. The primary research problem is to explain the foundations,
TEL

'ﬂ:_i" = functions, and boundaries of the psychological reading of the Quran in Armstrong’s
@-‘:%1_ thought and to compare it with the exegetical approach of Islamic theology. This
study attempts to demonstrate how Armstrong’s experience-oriented hermeneutics
highlights the emotional, cognitive, and existential dimensions of Quranic verses,
and explores the ways in which this reading converges with or diverges from Islam-
ic exegesis. Ultimately, it aims to evaluate the capacities of both approaches for a
deeper understanding of the psychological functions of the Quran, and to propose
an integrative model that can both address the inquiries of contemporary human
sciences and remain anchored in the revelatory and theological foundations of the
Quran.

Research Methodology:

This research has been conducted using a qualitative approach with a descrip-
tive-analytical and comparative (intersubjective) method. In the first step, Karen
Armstrong’s perspectives on the Quran and religious experience are examined
through content analysis of her selected works, particularly A History of God and
Muhammad: A Prophet for Our Time. In the second step, the psychological reading
of Quranic verses in the Islamic exegetical tradition is analyzed, relying on au-
thoritative exegetical sources, including Al-Mizan by Allamah Tabataba'i and Tafsir
Nemoneh. Data were extracted through conceptual analysis of verses associated
with concepts such as sakinah (tranquility), dhikr (remembrance), sabr (patience),
khawf (fear) and raja’ (hope), hidayah (guidance), and psychological resilience, and
then compared within a comparative framework. Utilizing the concepts of the psy-
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chology of religion and cognitive sciences as analytical tools constitutes
the innovative methodological aspect of this study.

Research Findings:

The findings indicate that Armstrong views the Quran as a dynamic, liv-
ing, and responsive text that engages the recipient in an emotional and
existential dialogue. By emphasizing the lived religious experience, she
highlights the psychological function of Quranic verses in generating tran-
quility, imparting meaning to suffering, fostering hope, and inducing inner
transformation in humans. Verses such as "O mankind, there has come to
you instruction from your Lord" (Yunus: 57) and "Unquestionably, by the
remembrance of Allah hearts are assured" (Ar-Ra'd: 28) are analyzed in
Armstrong’s reading as evidence of the therapeutic and calming role of the
Quran.

Conversely, Islamic theological exegesis, while acknowledging the psy-
chological impact of the verses, traces the source of this influence to the
revelatory nature of the text and divine guidance. From this perspective, the
psychological functions of the Quran are considered part of its educational
and guiding mission, and verses such as "And seek help through patience
and prayer" (Al-Baqarah: 45) are presented not only as pacifying but also
as a catalyst for individual and social reform. The comparative analysis
demonstrates that the convergence of the two approaches lies in their at-
tention to the dynamism of the Quranic text and its role in bolstering psy-
chological and moral resilience, whereas the primary divergence resides in
the epistemological and metaphysical foundations explaining this efficacy.

Final Conclusion:

The final results of the study show that Armstrong’s hermeneutics, despite
shortcomings such as a relative neglect of the revelatory dimension of
the Quran, possesses high capacity for interdisciplinary dialogue with the
psychology of religion and contemporary human sciences. On the other
hand, Islamic theological exegesis, relying on the foundations of revelation
and divine guidance, offers a deeper and more comprehensive explana-
tion of the psychological functions of the Quran, although in some cases
it requires a more systematic application of modern analytical concepts.
Accordingly, the present research indicates that a deliberate integration of
these two approaches can lead to a more comprehensive understanding of
the psychological miracle of the Quran—an understanding that both takes
the recipient's human experience seriously and preserves the revelatory and
supratemporal truth of the Quran. This integrative approach can open up
new horizons in contemporary exegetical studies.

Keywords:Comparative analysis, psychological reading of the Quran,
Karen Armstrong's hermeneutics, Islamic theological exegesis, psycholog-
ical miracle.
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Detailed Abstract
Research Objective:
The aim of this article is to undertake a comparative study of non-Quranic revela-
tion from the perspectives of Allameh Tabataba’i and Mahmoud Abu Rayyah. In
Shia sources, this type of revelation is referred to as declarative revelation (wahy
bayani), whereas in Sunni sources it is designated as the revelation of the Sunnah
(wahy al-sunnah) or unrecited revelation (wahy ghayr matluww).

Research Methodology:

This article has been prepared on the basis of a descriptive-analytical method and
through the use of library-based sources. In developing the discussion, both Shia
and Sunni exegetical and hadith sources have been consulted. The earliest source
to address this issue is al-Shafi‘i’s al-Risalah, a work that occupies an important
position within the Sunni tradition.

Research Findings: ) .
Allameh Tabataba’i, a contemporary exegete, in his commentary on «5 4 | skl
Jska S0 ) gaskalyy (al-Nisa’/59), maintains with regard to the source of the Noble Proph-
et’s knowledge that there is no doubt that, by commanding people to obey the Mes-
senger, God intends nothing other than that they obey Him through what He has
revealed to them by means of His Noble Messenger and that they put His teachings
and laws into practice. At the same time, the Messenger of God possesses two di-
mensions: one is the station of legislation, and the other is the station of implement-
ing rulings and exercising judgment. His discussion points to the descent of a form
of non-Quranic revelation upon the Noble Prophet alongside Quranic revelation
in the sphere of legislation, in a manner comparable to the content of the Arikah
tradition, and reflects attention to the fact that God granted him the Quran as well as
something like the Quran together with it.

Mahmoud Abu Rayyah, in Adwa’ ‘ala al-Sunnah al-Muhammadiyyah, writes con-
cerning non-Quranic revelation:

“It is necessary to refer here to a hadith in which it is reported that all hadiths [of
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the Noble Prophet] are of the nature of divine revelation to him, just like
the Noble Quran. This tradition reads: «4xs 4fis 5l cosisl ) 5, and
in another narration it is Stated: «4xe 4%ia 5 o &l il ) Yi». This narration
has been engulfed in a whirlpool of accusations. For when it is said that
the Noble Prophet was given ‘something like the Book’ or ‘something like
the Quran,’ this necessarily implies that such a thing was granted to him in
order to complete the Quran or to perfect the exposition of his religion and
law. Yet no command from the Noble Prophet has reached us concerning
the writing down of this ‘something like the Quran’ during his lifetime, in
the way that such instructions have come down to us regarding the writ-
ing of the Quran. Did he ever appoint scribes for it who were obliged to
write it down at the time of its descent, just as he appointed scribes for the
Quran? Is it reasonable to suppose that the Noble Prophet should have de-
parted from this world while leaving behind half of what God had revealed
to him—preserving one part while consigning the other to oblivion? Is it
not the case that the Noble Prophet, through his knowledge, conveyed the
message in the best possible manner and delivered the divine trust to those
entitled to it...?” (Abu Rayyah, 1383 Sh., pp. 54-55)

In this passage, Abu Rayyah calls into question the claim that the Prophet
received a binding form of non-Quranic revelation alongside the Quran.
His principal objection is that, had such a revelation truly existed as a com-
plement to the Quran or as a completion of the exposition of religion and
law, there should have been explicit prophetic instructions for its writing
and preservation comparable to those issued for the Quran.

Final Conclusion:

From the perspective of Shia and Sunni scholars, three principal sources
have been proposed for the knowledge of the Noble Prophet. First, there is
Quranic revelation, namely the revealed verses of the Noble Quran. Sec-
ond, there is the Prophet’s ijtihad, which Allameh Tabataba’i presents un-
der the heading of sawab al-ra’y and associates with the domains of author-
ity, governance, and adjudication. Third, there is non-Quranic revelation,
which in Sunni scholarship is discussed under such designations as wahy
al-sunnah and wahy ghayr matluww, and in Shia scholarship under the ti-
tles wahy lays bi-Qur’an and wahy bayani.

Scholars of both schools have generally cited the Arikah tradition in dis-
cussions concerning the authoritative status of the Prophetic hadith in the
legislation of religious rulings, the abrogation of the Book by the Sunnah,
or in connection with relevant Quranic verses such as Qur’an 16:44, 75:19,
and 20:114. On the basis of this tradition, they have maintained that two
forms of revelation descended upon the Noble Prophet: the first, Quranic
revelation, namely the verses of the Quran; and the second, non-Quranic
revelation. Thus, the origin of the discussion of non-Quranic revelation
with respect to the source of Prophetic knowledge is shared by scholars of
both traditions.

Keywords: Non-Quranic Revelation, Declarative Revelation (Wahy
Bayani), Allameh Tabataba’i, Mahmoud Abu Rayyah
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the role of political hypocrisy
(nifaq) in deviating the path of succession to the Holy Prophet (PBUH). Centered
on the verses of Surah At-Tawbah and utilizing the comparative exegetical and his-
torical sources of both Islamic schools of thought (Farigayn—Sunni and Shia), this
study examines how political hypocrisy affected the succession of the Messenger of
Allah (PBUH). In early Islam, a hazardous form of political hypocrisy emerged in
opposition to the sovereign authority of the community. Originating in Mecca, its
ultimate objective was to undermine the core tenets of Islam and actively sabotage
the succession of the Holy Prophet (PBUH).

Research Methodology:

This research employs a library-based and documentary approach for data collec-
tion. The gathered data was processed and synthesized using a descriptive-analyti-
cal method. The viewpoints of prominent commentators in authoritative exegetical
works of both schools of thought (Fariqayn), alongside corresponding historical
records, were systematically compiled. Subsequently, content analysis was utilized
to critically evaluate the perspectives surrounding the research topic, relying on
Quranic, narrational (hadith), and historical proofs, with direct citations from the
comparative exegetical sources of both sects.

Research Findings:

The findings of this study demonstrate that political hypocrisy in early Islam mani-
fested in two distinct dimensions: overt and covert.

* Overt political hypocrisy regarding the succession of the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
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included several key obstructionist actions:

1. The refusal of Abdullah ibn Ubayy to accompany the Islamic army in
the Battle of Tabuk;

2. The systematic fabrication of excuses by the hypocrites to evade joining
the expedition;

3. The hypocrites' ridicule of the Muslim fighters (mujahidin) participating
in Tabuk;

4. The hypocrites' constant fault-finding regarding the financial backers and
contributions made to the Islamic army; and

5. The active conspiracy of building Masjid al-Dirar (the Mosque of Oppo-
sition) during the absence of the Holy Prophet (PBUH).

* Covert political hypocrisy played an even more fundamental role in de-
viating the path of succession to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) through highly
calculated maneuvers, specifically:

1. The systematic degradation and undermining of the theological and his-
torical virtues of Imam Ali (AS);

2. Strengthening internal solidarity among co-conspirators through the
drafting of a [secret] covenant (Sahifah);

3. Establishing a deep-seated and widespread infiltration into both the Mus-
lim society and the administrative apparatus of governance;

4. Disobeying the explicit command of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) to join
the military expedition under the command of Usama; and

5. Openly defying the Prophet's final deathbed instruction to write his testa-
ment [historically known as the Calamity of Thursday].

Final Conclusion:

Ultimately, this research concludes that while overt hypocrisy involved
visible disruptions—such as refusing participation in the Battle of Tabuk
and constructing Masjid al-Dirar—covert political hypocrisy proved to
be far more damaging. Through systematic actions including denigrating
the peerless virtues of Imam Ali (AS), drafting treacherous covenants, and
establishing deep-seated structural infiltration within the socio-political
system, covert hypocrisy played a major and decisive role in successful-
ly deviating the divinely ordained path of succession to the Holy Prophet
(PBUH).

Keywords: Hypocrisy (Nifaq), Political Hypocrisy, Succession of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH), Surah At-Tawbah, Wilayah (Guardianship) in the
Quran, Comparative Exegesis (Tafsir al-Mugqaran).
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Detailed Abstract

Research Objective:

The purpose of this study is to examine the verses of Al-A'raf (Q. 7:46-49) in the
exegeses of both Islamic schools (the Fariqayn: Sunni and Shi'a) in order to arrive at
the correct interpretation. The presence of numerous pronouns, demonstratives, and
challenging terms—such as al-A'raf (the Heights), rijal (men), and as-hab al-A'raf
(the Companions of the Heights)—as well as varying interpretations regarding the
speaker and addressee in certain passages on the one hand, and the existence of
abundant and diverse exegetical traditions (hadiths) in the sources of both schools
on the other, have led Shi'a and Sunni commentators to propose different exeget-
ical theories regarding these verses. Given the significance of interpreting these
verses to provide a more accurate depiction of the events of the Resurrection and
to substantiate the intercessory power of the divine saints (awliya) on that Day, this
study seeks to identify the correct interpretation among the various existing views.
Achieving this goal is made possible through two analytical tools: "presentation
to the Quran" (‘ard 'ala al-Quran) and the "rules of preference" (qawa'id al-tarjih).
Accordingly, the primary research problem of this study is to analyze and evaluate
the proposed exegeses using these two tools and to identify the interpretation most
aligned with the verses of Al-A'raf. This evaluation encompasses the antecedents of
pronouns, referents (mushar ilayh), speakers, addressees, and particularly the terms
rijal and as-hab al-A'raf.

Research Methodology:

This study is structured using a descriptive-analytical methodology with a critical
analysis approach. The analytical tools employed for evaluation and critique are
"presentation to the Quran" and the "rules of preference." To this end, two overar-
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ching perspectives serve as the basis of investigation: one that equates the
referents of the "Men of the Heights" (rijal al-A'raf) and the "Companions
of the Heights" (as-hab al-A'raf), and another that distinguishes between
them, along with the specific theories proposed under each view. First, the
detailed exegetical interpretations of the verses of Al-A'raf were extract-
ed from the proponents of these theories. By systematically re-reading the
verses, the antecedents of pronouns, referents, speakers, addressees, and
the meanings of the terms al-A'raf, rijal, and as-hab al-A'raf were substi-
tuted and contextualized. Subsequently, through Quranic textual analysis
and examining the internal context (siyaq) of the verses, with a focus on
the referents of rijal and as-hab al-A'raf, the validity of each interpretation
was meticulously examined. Certain criticisms led to the outright rejection
of particular interpretations, while others resulted in a lack of preference
(‘adam al-tarjih) for them.

Research Findings:

According to the findings of this study, the majority of Shi'a and Sunni com-
mentators—such as Allamah Tabataba'i, [Muhammad Husayn] Fadlallah,
al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Alusi, and Ibn Ashur—despite
their varying interpretations of these verses, support the view of "identity
equivalence" (equating the referent of the rijal al-A'raf with that of the as-
hab al-A'raf). Conversely, the opposing view (distinguishing between the
two) is confined to certain Shi'a commentators, such as Ayatollah Makarem
Shirazi, who consider the referents of these two titles to be distinct. The
evaluation of these theories has yielded the following results:

* al-Zamakhshari's Theory: He identifies both rijal al-A'raf and as-hab
al-A'raf as "Muslims who are detained between Paradise and Hell due to
shortcomings in their deeds (their good and bad deeds are equal)." This
theory is rejected because it constitutes subjective interpretation (tafsir bi-
al-ra'y), contradicts the textual context (siyaq), and unjustifiably departs
from the literal meaning (zahir) of the Quran. Furthermore, it is deemed
non-preferable (marjuh) due to its deviation from standard conversational
norms (‘urf al-guftagu) and its reliance on a weak, non-preferable grammat-
ical construction.

* Fakhr al-Din al-Razi's Theory: He defines both titles as "the leaders of the
obedient and those deserving of reward (i.c., saints, prophets, or angels)."
This theory is rejected because it contradicts the context (siyaq) and the
literal wording (zahir) of the verses, and is considered non-preferable (mar-
juh) due to its reliance on unnecessary synonymy (taraduf) and far-fetched
assumptions of ellipsis (taqdir) and omission (hadhf).

+ Allamah Tabataba'i's Theory: This theory is rejected because his objec-
tions to the traditions (hadiths) that distinguish between rijal al-A'raf and
as-hab al-A'raf are invalid, and his semantic analysis of the word rijal is
logically refuted. Additionally, it is deemed non-preferable (marjuh) due
to the invalidity of its supporting evidence, unnecessary repetition, and un-
founded assumption of synonymy.

» al-Alusi's Theory: He identifies both titles as "individuals whose good and



bad deeds are equal," rendering them stationary on the Heights. This view
is rejected due to an unwarranted and arbitrary departure from the literal
text of the verses and is considered non-preferable (marjuh) because it vi-
olates standard conversational norms and relies on incorrect grammatical
syntax.

* [Muhammad Husayn] Fadlallah's Theory: This theory is rejected on
grounds of unwarranted departure from the literal meaning of the verses
and subjective interpretation (tafsir bi-al-ra'y). It is deemed non-preferable
(marjuh) due to its deviation from conversational norms, reliance on ellip-
sis/omission of the referent, and oversight in identifying the speaker of the
command "Enter!" (udkhulu) in Verse 49.

* [bn Ashur's Theory: He defines both titles as "a group of heavenly Mus-
lims." This theory is rejected because of subjective interpretation (tafsir
bi-al-ra'y), internal inconsistencies in interpretation, and lack of contextual
cohesion (siyaq). It is also deemed non-preferable (marjuh) due to per-
sistent ambiguity regarding the actual referent of rijal al-A'raf.

* Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi's Theory: He distinguishes between the two,
identifying the rijal al-A'raf as the "weak and sin-polluted followers" and
the as-hab al-A'raf as "the great leaders, prophets, Imams, and the righ-
teous." This theory, along with an alternative view mentioned by [Amin
al-Din] al-Tabarsi, is fully aligned with the Quranic text. None of the rules
of preference suggest its non-preferability; on the contrary, it possesses all
the criteria for preference (tarjih).

Final Conclusion:

Ultimately, this study demonstrates that there are two distinct groups on
the Heights (al-A'raf): the weak and sin-polluted believers who are encom-
passed by divine mercy, and the grand leaders who act as their helpers
and guides under all circumstances. Verses 46 and 47 refer to the group
of the weak, whereas Verses 48 and 49 refer to the great leaders—namely
the prophets, Imams, and the righteous. A better and more precise under-
standing of eschatology and the events of the Resurrection, as well as the
substantiation of the intercessory power of the divine saints (awliya) on the
Day of Judgment, are among the key theological insights gained from this
correct interpretation.

Keywords: Rijal al-A'raf (Men of the Heights), As-hab al-A'raf (Compan-
ions of the Heights), Siyaq (Textual Context), Denizens of Paradise, Deni-
zens of Hell, Al-A'raf 46-49.
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Detailed Abstract
. Research Objective:

ﬁ'g The fundamental objective of this study is to systematically analyze and elucidate

: % the Qur'anic concept of "adhering to God" (i'tisam bi-Allah) and to redefine it as

@LAFEE  an operational paradigm and $trategy within the structure of Islamic governance.
While contemporary political literature predominantly focuses on material instru-
ments and purely rational calculations, this research seeks to demonstrate how
connection to the sacred dimension (i'tisam) can serve as a stabilizing principle to
guarantee the efficacy of the political system in confronting complex challenges and
modern crises. Furthermore, through a comparative analysis of the perspectives of
the two main Islamic schools of thought (Fariqayn: Shia and Sunni), this paper aims
to extract interpretive commonalities and points of convergence regarding this strat-
egy, thereby filling a gap in governance studies which have hitherto viewed i'tisam
solely as an individual ethical matter. The ultimate goal is to propose a theoretical
framework wherein i'tisam underpins macro-decision-making and the conduct of
state officials in alignment with Islamic civilization standards.

Research Methodology:

This study was conducted using a "descriptive-analytical" method with a founda-
tional approach. The data collection process was library-based, relying on primary
sources including the Holy Qur'an, authoritative and foundational exegeses (tafasir)
of the two schools of thought, authentic Hadith sources, and specialized literature
in the fields of Islamic governance and political thought. In the analytical phase,
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"qualitative content analysis" was employed to extract the components of
i'tisam and categorize its fruits. By conducting a lexical and terminologi-
cal analysis of Qur'anic verses related to i'tisam (adhering) and tamassuk
(grasping), the researchers developed a conceptual network and extracted a
model of political agency based on these concepts to highlight the points of
convergence or divergence between the views of major commentators from
both Islamic schools of thought in this area.

Research Findings:

The findings of this research are categorized into three main themes:
Theoretical Foundations: The results indicate a profound convergence
among scholars and commentators of both schools of thought (Farigayn)
in defining the essence of i'tisam as "detachment from the non-divine and
absolute adherence to divine power." Both schools perceive i'tisam not as
passivity, but as an active, conscious, and Strategic agency aimed at safe-
guarding the identity of the Islamic society.

Analysis of Barriers: An analysis of the barriers revealed that neglecting
this strategy in governance stems from cognitive and psychological fac-
tors, including "epistemological weakness regarding divine sunan (laws
of nature and history)," "suspicion toward divine assistance (su' al-zann
bi-nusrat Allah)," "political obstinacy," "excessive reliance on instrumental
rationalism and empiricism," and ultimately, "dependence on non-divine
centers of power," which lead to the fragility and instability of the political
system.

The Fivefold Fruits: The study extracts five critical outcomes of i'tisam
within the governance paradigm:

The Encompassment of All-Enveloping Divine Mercy (Shumilil al-Rahmah
al-Wasi'ah): Which softens the political climate and fosters social justice.
The Realization of Spiritual Excellence (Tahaqquq al-Thsan): Which ele-
vates the quality of administrative services from mere bureaucratic duty to
altruistic selflessness (ithar).

Benefiting from Perpetual Divine Presence (Ma'iyyah Da'imah): Which
doubles the foresight and inner tranquility of governors during crises.
Immunity from Apostasy and Deviation (Mas'imiyyah min al-Irtidad wa
al-Inhiraf): Which serves as an "ideological vaccination," safeguarding the
system against infiltration and cultural-ideological decay (istihalah).
Guidance to the Straight Path (Hidayah ila al-Sirat al-Mustaqim): Which
guarantees the continuous movement of the state on the axis of truth and its
preservation from political extremes.

Final Conclusion:

The ultimate conclusions of the study show that "adhering to God" is far
more than a mere personal ethical recommendation for a believer; it is a
"strategic necessity" for the survival and efficacy of Islamic states in the
contemporary world. Within the paradigm of Islamic governance, this con-
cept functions as a "managerial compass" that prevents structural insta-
bility when confronted with internal and external threats. The consensus



of both schools of thought (Fariqayn) regarding the fruits of governance
based on i'tisam demonstrates the high potential of this concept for forging
a "coherent foreign diplomacy and domestic policy" in the Muslim world.
Consequently, it is recommended that this principle be incorporated as a
foundational module in the training of public officials and the drafting of
strategic policy documents for Islamic states. Governance without i'tisam,
despite possessing advanced technological tools, will ultimately suffer
from an identity crisis and an erosion of legitimacy. I'tisam represents the
nexus between human rationality and divine guidance, capable of steering
society toward a modern Islamic civilization.

Keywords: I'tisam bi-Allah (Adherence to God), Paradigm of Gover-
nance, Islamic Governance, Perspectives of the Two Schools of Thought
(Farigayn: Shia and Sunni), The Straight Path (al-Sirat al-Mustaqim), Di-
vine Guidance, Political Stability.
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